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In line with its national mission, Asayel Alebil Magazine
dedicates the cover of this issue to images of the nation’s

leaders, who have been a source of inspiration and a jour-
ney of giving.

A Pivotal Moment

Amid the rhythms of chants and the joy of the Union
State as it celebrates its 54th National Day—{festivities
that have continued since the second of December and
are still ongoing across every corner of our beloved
homeland—the team of your esteemed magazine set
out to prepare a rich offering worthy of you and of the
uplifting atmosphere we are living.

In our fifth issue, Asayel Alebel continues its cre-
ativity by racing across the fields. In order to keep
pace with the events and festivals, its editorial team
sets off with camera and pen to capture moments of
triumph—from the Zayed Grand Prize, which bears the
name of the dearest and most precious of men, to Al
Dhafra, passing through Sharjah—and the Al Dhafra
Mazayin in its first stations at Sweihan and Razeen,
which speak the language of multimillion figures and
are still ongoing.

This issue includes comprehensive features with
documentation of prominent figures and the record-
ing of emotions during the races, followed by podium
ceremonies, celebrations, and the exchange of con-
gratulations and well-wishes among owners of elite
camels, trainers, members of the tribes, and all who
have a genuine passion for following this heritage sport.

Since achievement does not come from nothing, we
were keen to meet many of the winners in the arenas
and give them the floor to express clearly what is on
their minds and to present the essence of their experi-
ences to enthusiasts of Al Hailal—especially the younger
generations whom the field has successfully attracted,

with determination and resolve to continue the path

of fathers and forefathers in preserving the heritage
and passing it on faithfully to future generations.

What stands out, however, is that these festivals
include dozens of winners without a single loser.
Yes, our heritage festivals know no defeat; everyone
is a winner amid the great cohesion and the strong
commitment to maintaining connections among the
tribes across the Gulf region. Gatherings of evening
companionship and warm conversations bring them
together, surrounded by generous hospitality wherever
the event may be. This always leads us to commend
the boundless efforts of the noble Sheikhs of the UAE
in supporting heritage and its people—for which they
deserve our deepest thanks and appreciation.

May the of glory always fly high, O homeland of
Zayed.
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Zayed Grand Prize for Camel Racing 2025

Zayed Grand Prize Competitions

" Thousands

of Racing Camels
Light Up Al Wathba Track

Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE, may God protect him, and with the
follow-up of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice President of the UAE,
Deputy Prime Minister, and Chairman of the
Presidential Court, and in the presence of His
Excellency Sheikh Sultan bin Hamdan Al Nahyan,
Advisor to the President of the UAE and Chair-
man of the UAE Camel Racing Federation, the |
competitions of the Zayed Grand Prize for Camel
Racing 2025 were held at Al Wathba Track from
24 November 2025 to 1 December 2025.
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» 75 races for Hagayiq

The event witnessed the participation of » 40 races for Lagaya
thousands of racing camels, representing camel * 34 races for Eidha’
owners from the UAE and the Gulf Cooperation » 30 races for Thanaya
Council (GCC) countries. » 40 races for Al Houl and Al Zamoul
The Supreme Organizing Committee allocated » 15 races dedicated to the Heritage Race for
36 prestigious trophies for the competing camels, the age group 15 to 20 years
while the total number of races in this year’s Prize values reached up to AED 100,000 for

edition reached 234 races, distributed as follows: first place in each race.




Mansour bin Zayed...
A Distinguished Presence
and Unlimited Support for Camel Racing

His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Vice President of the UAE, Dep-
uty Prime Minister, and Chairman of the
Presidential Court, witnessed part of the
competitions of the Zayed Grand Prize,
which was held with the participation of
thousands of camels owned by citizens of
the UAE and the GCC countries.

His presence brought great joy to the
camel racing community, as His Highness
is known for his clear vision and lasting
impact on the development of camel racing
and heritage sports in general.

Camel owners also expressed their sin-
cere thanks and appreciation to His High-
ness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan
for his continuous follow-up and unlimited
support for camel racing, affirming that
his regular attendance at various compe-

titions has been a strong motivation and
has directly contributed to the development
of the sport and the preservation of its
deep-rooted heritage.

His Highness was keen to engage in

friendly conversations with camel owners
and to personally identify their needs in
order to preserve the heritage of forefa-
thers and pass it on faithfully to future
generations.
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Sultan bin Hamdan...
A Distinguished Presence in the Arena

Asis his custom, His Excellency Sheikh
Sultan bin Hamdan Al Nahyan, Advisor to
the President of the UAE and Chairman of
the UAE Camel Racing Federation, main-
tains a distinctive and influential presence
in the arena. He stands behind the continu-
ous development of the Zayed Grand Prize,
year after year, and is keen to sharein every
moment of the competitions. He follows
and supports all elements of camel racing—
from owners and trainers to analysts and
even the spectators—serving as a source of
motivation and generosity, extending his
support openly and embodying the finest
image of the land of Zayed’s generosity.

In this context, all participants feel
reassured and at ease by his pivotal role,
afhrming that his presence in the arena
represents the true “balancing force” that
maintains harmony and fairness through-
out the competitions.

In short, camel racing has a leader whose
achievements speak for themselves—one
who returns victorious when challenges
arise. As one of its most loyal champions,

.

deeply rooted in the soil of his homeland devotion is sincere, and he gives generously
and its values and authentic traditions, his  and wholeheartedly.

-




Fastest Time Achieved in the Open Al Houl Race

“Muzdalifah” Awards Bin Hamad the Golden Sword
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“Muzdalifah” shone brilliantly, present-
ing the Golden Sword of the Zayed Grand
Prize for Camel Racing to the banner of
Mani‘ Ali Hamad Al Shamsi after winning
the Open Al Houl race over a distance of 6
kilometers—the strongest and most pres-
tigious race of the championship—along
with a cash prize of AED 5 million, for the
second consecutive year.

“Muzdalifah” completed the race in
8:53.60 minutes, recording the fastest time
of the championship, during the concluding
races of the Zayed Grand Prize for Camel
Racing 2025, which were held over eight
days at Al Wathba Track, coinciding with
the UAE Union Day celebrations.

His Excellency Sheikh Sultan bin Ham-
dan Al Nahyan, Advisor to the President of
the UAE and Chairman of the UAE Camel
Racing Federation, attended the final day
of the Al Houl and Al Zamoul races and
crowned the winners, in the presence of
prominent camel owners and enthusiasts
of the sport in the UAE.

“Al-Timas,” carrying the same banner,
secured second place, winning AED 2.5 mil-
lion, while “Al Ain” finished third, awarding
its owner Hafeez Saeed Al Marri a prize of
AED 1.5 million.

The Al Shamsi banner asserted its dom-
inance on the day of the most valuable tro-
phies, claiming the Open Al Zamoul Rifle,
in addition to AED 1.5 million, after “Saqr”
captured the race title with a time of 9:01.27
minutes. “Ghassab,” owned by Mohammed
Abdullah Saeed Alj, finished second, while
“Sayyaf,” owned by Mohammed Jarallah Al
Marri, came third.

In the Local Al Houl race, “Nathriya,”
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bearing the banner of Nasser Abdullah Al
Musnad from Qatar, claimed first place,
earning its owner the Silver Sword along
with AED 2 million, after recording a time
of 9:00.07 minutes.

The Local Al Zamoul trophy went to
“Kafu,” under the banner of Mohammed
Sultan MarkhanAl Ketbi, who claimed the
race shield and AED 1 million, clocking
8:59.83 minutes.
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A Golden Night

Three Camels Take Center Stage
Jubilation Erupts Across the Estate with Every Achievement

It appears that what the Bin Hamad banner
declared at the conclusion of last year’s Zayed
Grand Prize was far from a passing statement.
Having claimed nine swords across major
festivals—most notably Al Wathba and Al
Yafl—in a championship carrying the name
of Zayed Al Khair, the banner continued to
assert its supremacy in the camel racing world
by opening the new season with renewed
encounters with Al Zamour, gold, and swords.

Bin Hamad fielded five camels in the Sword

race, with three of them taking the spotlight
by finishing first, second, and fifth, afirming
that the estate’s presence is formidable and
that swords have become a permanent mark
in its record. As the saying goes, “The sword
speaks truer than the books”, the achieve-
ments of His Excellency’s camels translate
the reality of leadership this year, adding
the tenth sword to the estate’s history and
strengthening its position at the pinnacle
of the Gulf camel racing scene, thanks to its
owner's passion for this authentic Arab sport
and continuous support through relentless
investment.

As soon as the announcer, Naif Al Bala-

wi, declared the crowning of Bin Hamad'’s
camels with the coveted sword—a name
cherished in the hearts of UAE citizens
and camel racing enthusiasts—the cele-
brations erupted. “Muzdalifah” captured
first place, “Al-Timas” came second, and
“Al-Faida” finished fifth, marking the start
of a jubilant procession from the track to
the Bin Hamad estate, amidst enthusiastic
crowds that reflect the widespread popu-
larity of these camels, now leading the field
in public admiration.

At the level of the Zayed Grand Prize for
Camel Racing, the estate reinforced its dom-
inance by securing seven prestigious tro-
phies, including the Golden Sword, awarded
to Mani' bin Ali bin Hamad, alongside the
distinguished trainer Alwa Al Zar‘ai, the
estate team, administrators, and workers,
who celebrated with the public while cap-
turing photos alongside the “sword bearers.”
This golden night confirmed that the sword
season for the Bin Hamad banner did not just
start—it retumed with even greater force.

The victory of “Muzdalifah” continues
its legacy, cementing its position as one of
the strongest camels in the racing fields and
adding another achievement to its already
impressive record. Descended from a lineage
with proven performance in major festivals—
the sire is Shaheen Subaih Ba'ir bin Shafi,
and the dam is Bint Al Jathab—“Muzdalifah”
has amassed a golden track record over the
years, including:

» Lagaya Cup at the Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan Festival

» Symbol race at the Crown Prince Track,
Saudi Arabia 2022

» Thanaya Cup at the Crown Prince Fes-
tival, Saudi Arabia 2024

» Culminating in the Golden Sword, Open
Al Houl, at the Zayed Grand Prize 2025

This impressive trajectory confirms that
“Muzdalifah” is not merely a competing camel
but a legend in the making, combining rich
heritage with professional training, con-
tinuing to captivate camel racing fans both
inside the UAE and beyond.

L__ji



Documentation Record

Festival Symbols for Tribal Members

Monday, 24/11/2025 | Haqayiq Category,
4 km | Evening Session

*» Race 1 - Main Bakar Cup

Al Shamkha - Hamad Muslim Mutaib Al
Amri - 5:46.75

« Race 2 - Main Qeidan Rifle

Ghali - Suhail Obaid Abdullah bin Yamea
Al Sabousi - 5:45.05

+ Race 3 - Bakar Production Cup

Al-Timas - Mohammed Khalifa Mohammed
Al Ameemi - 5:47.29

» Race 4 - Shaddad Qeidan Production
Iblaj - Mohammed Hamad Saeed bin Mashait
Al Marri - 5:46.49

Tuesday, 25/11/2025 | Haqayiq Category,

4 km | Evening Session
* Race 1 - Main Bakar Cup
Anabah - Ahmed Abdullah Baltair Al Amri

. &

- 5:52.64

* Race 2 - Main Qeidan Rifle

Al Nayid - Hamed Nasser Ali Al Naeemi
- 5:49.00

* Race 3 - Bakar Production Cup

Nasaim - Rashid Ali Baltarshid Al Ketbi
- 5:48.96

* Race 4 - Shaddad Qeidan Production
Latam - Muslim Hamad Mutaib Al Amri
- 5:50.05

Wednesday, 26/11/2025 | Lagaya Category,
5 km | Morning Session

* Race 1 - Main Qeidan Rifle

Ajib - Shams Bargash bin Tabazah Al
Dawoodah Al Amri - 7:18.39 (Fastest Time)
* Race 2 - Main Local Shaddad Qeidan
Shaheen - Mani' Ali Mohammed bin Hamad
Al Shamsi - 7:19.44

» Race 3 - Local Qeidan Rifle Production
Namran - Hamad Saeed Al Salmeen Al Man-
soori - 7:21.12

» Race 4 - Shaddad Qeidan Crossbred Pro-
duction

Naif - Obaid Mohammed Sultan Matar bin
Markhan Al Ketbi - 7:20.16

Wednesday, 26/11/2025 | Lagaya Category,
5 km | Evening Session

* Race 1- Main Bakar Cup

Al Shleila - Mani' Ali bin Hamad Al Sham-
51 - 7:15.46

* Race 2 - Local Bakar Cup

Ghayahib - Mani‘ Ali bin Hamad Al Sham-
sl - 7:15.46

* Race 3 - Local Bakar Production Cup
Dana - Suhail Saeed Bouhagab Al Shamsi
- 7:18.03

= Race 4 - Crossbred Bakar Production Cup
Mukhifah - Ali Suhail Al Yabhouni Al Dha-
heri - 7:16.08

Thursday, 27/11/2025 | Eidha’ Category, 6
km | Morning Session

» Race 1 - Main Qeidan Rifle

Mustahil - Mohammed Atiq bin Zaitoun Al
Mehairi - 8:58.09

« Race 2 - Main Local Shaddad Qeidan
Durgham - Mani‘ Ali Mohammed bin Hamad
Al Shamsi - 9:04.28

» Race 3 - Local Qeidan Rifle Production
Hamloul - Saif Obaid bin Ghanam Al Maz-
rouei - 9:05.18

 Race 4 - Shaddad Qeidan Crossbred Pro-
duction

Malfit - Humaid Abdullah Saeed bin Faris
Al Darei - 8:59.47
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Thursday, 27/11/2025 | Eidha' Category, 6
km | Evening Session

* Race 1 - Main Bakar Cup

Tibyan - Hamad Rashid bin Ghadir Al Ketbi
- 8:59.04

*» Race 2 - Local Bakar Cup

Al Sharoud - Mani‘ Ali bin Hamad Al Sham-
si - 8:54.01

» Race 3 - Local Bakar Production Cup
Sa‘fah - Saeed Suhail Al Yabhouni Al Dha-
heri - 8:53.07

*» Race 4 - Crossbred Bakar Production Cup
Ghaziyah - Salem Saeed Mananah Al Ketbi
- 8:51.01

Saturday, 29/11/2025 | Thanaya Category,
6 km | Morning Session

* Race 1 - Local Bakar Production Cup
Shawahen - Mohammed Muslim bin Bakhit
Al Rashidi - 9:06.00

» Race 2 - Local Qeidan Rifle Production
Hamloul - Ibrahim Ali bin Shteit Al Wa-
hibi - 9:01.52

« Race 3 - Crossbred Bakar Production Cup
Barakah - Mochammed Al Hazmi bin Qannas
Al Amri - 9:07.11

» Race 4 - Shaddad Qeidan Crossbred Pro-
duction

Barqgan - Harib Mohammed bin Ghanam
Al Hamli - 9:05.78

Saturday, 29/11/2025 | Evening Session

* Race 1 - Main Bakar Cup

Al Madinah - Sa'adah Mohammed Sultan
Markhan Al Ketbi - 8:57.47

* Race 2 - Main Qeidan Rifle

Mubashir - Sa‘adah Mohammed Sultan
Markhan Al Ketbi - 8:54.43

* Race 3 - Local Bakar Cup

Wasm - Sa‘adah Mohammed Sultan
Markhan Al Ketbi - 8:58.10

» Race 4 - Local Shaddad Qeidan

Mahoul - Mu‘addad Mohammed Hilal Al
Mazrouei - 9:07.23

Monday, 01/12/2025 | Al Houl & Al Zamoul,
6 km | Morning Session

* Race 1 - Local Al Houl Dagger
Madmouna - Saeed Mananah bin Ghadir
Al Ketbi - 9:05.96

* Race 2 - Local Al Zamoul Rifle

Miyas - Mubarak Khalifa bin Dubeeb Al
Shamsi - 9:12.56

* Race 3 - Crossbred Al Houl Dagger

Nashbah - Sultan Abdullah bin Hamid Al
Shar Al Khatri - 9:05.01 (Fastest Time)

= Race 4 - Crossbred Al Zamoul Shaddad
Anid - Mansour Faisal bin Mubarak Al Ajab
Al Shihwani - 9:09.72

Monday, 01/12/2025 | Evening Session

« Race 1 - Local Al Zamoul Shaddad

Kafu - Sa'adah Mohammed Sultan bin
Markhan Al Ketbi - 8:59.83

* Race 2 - Local Al Houl Silver Sword
Nathriya - Nasser Abdullah Ahmed Al Mus-
nad - 9:00.07

* Race 3 - Open Al Zamoul Rifle

Sagr - Mani‘ Ali bin Hamad Al Shamsi -
9:01.27

» Race 4 - Open Al Houl Golden Sword
Muzdalifah - Mani‘ Ali bin Hamad Al Sham-
si - 8:53.60




“Lefan,” “Shaheen,”
and “Sarab” Shine in the
Heritage Race

Friday, 28/11/2025 | Evening Session
Race 1 - Lefan - Ali Obaid Ali bin Hilal Al Khatri - 3:02.46
Race 2 - Shaheen - Ahmed Khalfan bin Ahmed Dubeeb Al Mazrouei - 3:05.29
Race 3 - Sarab - Marina Banchanka - 3:22.71
Race 4 - Al Shamikh - Reem Mohammed bin Abdullah Salem - 3:07.55
Race 5 - Al Rawda - Rashid Saif bin Subaih Tanaf Al Rashidi - 3:05.94
Race 6 - Al Shababi - David Alberto - 3:37.13
Race 7 - Al Mawj - Matar Mohammed bin Rashid Baltabi‘ah Al Ketbi - 3:04.16
Race 8 - Al Maher - Gharib Abdullah Gharib bin Markhan Al Ketbi - 3:08.94
Race 9 - Ajib - Mansour Ibrahim bin Hilal Ibrahim - 3:06.30
Race 10 - Hamloul - Hamad Rashid bin Ali Saif Lutaah - 3:04.38
Race 11 - Mushayrab - Al Saghir Saeed Al Saghir bin Khadhara Al Mehrami - 3:07.76
Race 12 - Sukkar - Saeed Ahmed Abdullah Al Rufaie Al Falasi - 3:05.15
Race 13 - Al Sa‘i - Ali Suhail bin Ali Al Falasi - 3:03.97
Asian Races
Race 14 - Makram - Mohammed bin Umair Al Rashidi - 3:02.16 (Fastest Time)
Race 15 - Al Arraf - Rawan Samer bin Salah - 3:13.16
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A Shining Trilogy Captures All Eyes

Bin Markhan Camels Make a Brilliant Impression
LVLO =~ LULD
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Obaid Mohammed Sultan bin Markhan
Al Ketbi expressed his delight at the achieve-
ments and trophies that placed him at the
forefront of the competitions at the Zayed
Grand Prize Festival, saying:

“The camels didn’t fall short, and Bin
Markhan camels are well known to the
public—strong and supportive of production
and breeding. These results are the fruit
of long effort; achievement doesn’t come
from nowhere. This success means a lot to
us, and thank God, the camels delivered.”

He also addressed a message to his fa-
ther:

“I say to my father... the great and diffi-
cult one... we thank him for everything he
has done for us. Greetings for the victories
go to Margham and Za‘beel.”

With these accomplishments, the Bin
Markhan banner reinforces its strong pres-
ence at the Zayed Grand Prize Festival, con-
firming that the competition will continue
at the highest level in the upcoming races.

Sa'adah Mohammed Sultan Markhan
Al Ketbi's camels achieved an exception-
al showing with a shining trilogy that
captured attention and established their
dominance in the Eidha‘ Category, 6 km
on Thursday, 27/11/2025 | Evening Session:

* Race 1 - Main Bakar Cup: Al Madinah
shone, seizing the trophy with an impres-
sive time of 8:57.47, under close observation
by the enthusiastic audience.

+ Race 2 - Main Qeidan Rifle: The ban-
ner continued its brilliance as Mubashir

captured the rifle with a time of 8:54.43.

» Race 3 - Local Bakar Cup: Wasm earned
the third symbol, winning in 8:58.10, con-
firming the team’s readiness and consistent
performance in achieving one success after
another.
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Salem Al Ketbi “The Challenger”:;
Participation In the Festival Is an Achievement in liself

“Ghaziya” Wins the Crossbred Bakar Cup with an

Salem bin Saeed bin Mananah Al Ketbi,
famously known as “The Challenger,” ex-
pressed his immense joy after his camel
Ghaziya won the Crossbred Bakar Cup in
Race 4 with an impressive time of 8:51.01.
The race was part of the Eidha' Category, 6
km, at the Zayed Grand Prize Festival 2025
for tribal participants at the Al Wathba
Racecourse.

Al Ketbi stated that participating in
the Zayed Grand Prize itself is a “symbol
of prestige.” He added:

“These are blessings entrusted to us by
God, and thank God, we succeeded with a
valuable symbol. Participating in a festival
that bears the name of the late Sheikh Zayed
is a great honor, and being here is already a
gain. Today, thank God, we made a strong
presence and achieved a result we hope
will continue.”

Regarding the camel Ghaziya, The Chal-
lenger highlighted that it comes from a
deeply rooted lineage that has proven itself
in previous competitions:

“Ghaziya holds a distinguished place
and has excelled in previous races. Today,
she broke her time and delivered an even
better performance, God willing."

He also praised the support of the UAE
leadership for camel racing:

Impressive Time

“The backing of our Sheikhs meansa lot
to us. They support camel owners every-
where, not just in the UAE. The prizes and
purchases benefit the owners and serve
the community as a whole.”

Salem bin Mananah concluded with
a message to fans and supporters of The

Challenger banner:

“Achievement requires effort and prepa-
ration for the camel, and the best is yet to
come, God willing. We will compete in the
senior category and aim for more symbols.
We dedicate our victories to Za'beel and
Margham.”




Zayed Grand Prize for Camel Racing 2025

15

Al Nuaimi Appreciates the Support of the Sheikhs
Winning in a Festival Bearing Zayed’s Name Has a
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Celebrations erupted at Al Wathba Race-
course following the victory of Al Naid,
owned by camel racing analyst Hamed Nass-
er Ali Al Nuaimi, who clinched the Main
Qeidan Rifle in the second symbolic race
of the second day of the festival, recording
an impressive time of 5:49.00.

Hamed Al Nuaimi, known as “Abu Nass-
er,” expressed his great joy at this achieve-
ment, telling Asayel Alebel:

“Winning a symbol at a festival that
bears the name of Sheikh Zayed has a spe-
cial flavor and immense value in the hearts
of all owners. This is a joy for everyone,
and it was made even more special by the
presence of His Excellency Sheikh Sultan
bin Hamdan. His attendance at the races
is a great honor and constantly motivates
us to do better."he added.

“The Sheikh Zayed Festival is dear to
us, and winning here holds a special place
in the heart. We thank everyone who con-
gratulated us. The joy is shared among all
camel racing enthusiasts, and we continue
to prepare for upcoming races.”

Meanwhile, his brother, businessman

Special Meaning
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Hamad Nasser Al Nuaimi, expressed deep
gratitude to the UAE Sheikhs for their on-
going support and encouragement of this
noble sport, noting that winning at an
event bearing the name of the founding

S

father, Sheikh Zayed, means a great deal

to all participants.
He also mentioned that the victory was
expected, given the readiness and early

preparation of Al Naid.




Owner of “Iblaj,” Winner in the Haqgiq Category:

Winning the Zayed Grand Prize '
Equals 100 Symbols

e —

4-lll‘"""ll+-'1-..¢f -1-..-'
LT ITTT IR ey
P I g

Ty

Y i
L & - ‘ 1

T

—_—

Poet and camel owner Mohammed bin
Musheit Al Marri, owner of Iblaj, crowned
in the Shaddad Haqiq Qeidan Production
category during the evening races of the
first day of the Zayed Grand Prize Festival,
shared his thoughts on the significance of
this achievement.

Al Marri said his connection with the
Zayed Grand Prize is longstanding, dating
back to its founding by the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may God bless his
soul. He added that the festival represents
a dream for every camel owner in the UAE
and the Gulf region due to “the respect for
its patron and its special place in everyone's
hearts.” Al Marri has even written many
poems reflecting his attachment to the
prize and its historic value.

Recalling a memorable moment, Al
Marri said:

“In 1994, Sheikh Zayed, may God bless
his soul, asked about the tenth-place prize.
He was told it was 1,000 AED, and he said:

‘What does 1,000 AED do? Let the tenth-
place prize be 10,000." From that day until
now, the tenth-place prize has remained
10,000 AED.”

Regarding his victory with Iblaj, he em-
phasized the special significance:

“I have won many times, but the Iblaj
symbol is different... because for me it equals
100 symbols. It is the Zayed Grand Prize
symbol. Moreover, its father and mother
are present with me, making it a truly
unique production.”

Al Marri also spoke about the extensive
support camel owners receive in the UAE:

“We enjoy tremendous support from His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE, may God
protect him, and from His Highness Sheikh
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice Presi-
dent, Deputy Prime Minister, and Ruler’s
Court Chairman, with the follow-up of His
Excellency Sheikh Sultan bin Hamdan bin
Mohammed Al Nahyan, President of the

Camel Racing Federation and Advisor to
the President. Their care is real support for
the camels and their owners.”

He added:

“Previously, prizes were 10,000 AED.
Today they reach one million or even 1.5
million AED, while the Hul category prize
is 75,000 AED... the valuations continue.
Winning is like selling your camel at the
highest value.”

The Symbol of Production... A Great
Moral Value

Al Marri emphasized the deep signif-
icance of the production symbol for any
owner:

“The production symbol means a lot to
me, whether for production or purchase.
But here it is different because its father
and mother are with me. Its lineage comes
from its father Shahin bin Musheit and its
mother Bint Al Rukn. This camel has also
participated in previous races in Al Wathba
and Qatar.”
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The Result of Effort and Blessing
Bin Gadeer prize Shines Again
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Bin Ghadeer returned to the spotlight
during the competitions at the Zayed Grand
Prize Festival.

Matar bin Ghuwaith Al Ketbi expressed
his immense pride in this achievement, em-
phasizing that returning to the podium ata
festival bearing the name of the founding
father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
is the highest honor any owner or trainer
can achieve.

He said:

“Winning at the Zayed Grand Prize Fes-
tival brings a joy like no other. This festival
is dear to everyone, and our successinitisa
blessing from God. When God grants you both
speed and health, the achievement takes on
a special flavor.”

He added:

“We were expecting a strong participation
that would make us happy, and, thank God,
the good has been realized. The joy is shared
by all, and we dedicate it to the UAE and all
supporters of the Al Bader banner.”

Matar concluded by emphasizing that Bin
Ghadeer prize is present and competitive in
every race and festival, and that these ongoing
results are the outcome of dedicated effort
and God’s blessing.
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Everyone’'s a Winner at the Festival

Joyous Atmosphere Envelops the Camel Champions
2026 - 2025
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Zayed Grand Prize Festival 2025 for tribal
participants was marked by an extraordi-
nary celebratory atmosphere, with winners
expressing overwhelming joy at achieving
a milestone that holds a special place for
camel owners across the UAE and the Gulf.
They emphasized that winning a symbol at
this festival is an honor unlike any other.

Mohammed Khalifa Mohammed Al
Ameemi, owner of “Al Tamas”, champion
of the third race (Bakar Production Cup),
shared his immense happiness at securing
this prized symbol:

“The Zayed Grand Prize isa great honor...
and thanks be to God for the success. Win-
ning at a festival bearing the name of Sheikh
Zayed, may God bless his soul, means a lot
to any owner,”he said, adding:

“Our Sheikhs have never fallen short...
their support and encouragement are the
secret to the continuity and success of this
sport.”

Similarly, Suhail Obaid Abdullah bin
Yame' Al Sabousi, owner of “Ghali”, winner
of the second race (Main Qaidan Rifle), ex-
pressed pride in his victory:

“The festival is a success, benefiting both
young and old. Winning is joy... and anyone
who wins a Zayed symbol has every right
to celebrate.”

He emphasized that the leadership’s
support is fundamental to the festival’s
success and the continued development of
camel racing.

After “Sa’fa” excelled at Al Wathba race-
track, granting the Al Yabhoni Al Dhaheri
banner the Bakar Local Production Cup,
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trainer Rashid Saeed Al Zar'i expressed his
immense satisfaction, noting that winning
at a festival bearing the name of the founding
father, Sheikh Zayed, carries a special value
for every camel owner. He added:

“Participating in the Zayed Grand Prize
is an honor in itself, let alone achieving a
symbol at this beloved event.”

Abdullah Hamad Al Batir Al Amri, owner
of “Anaba”, winner of the Bakar Al Haqaiq
Cup, echoed similar sentiments, highlight-
ing the great support of the UAE’s Sheikhs for
this heritage sport and the honor of partici-
pating in a festival named after Sheikh Zayed.

Rashed Ali Al Rashid Al Ketbi, owner of
“Nasa’em”, winner of the third race (Bakar
Production Cup), shared his excitement,
emphasizing that he had prepared early
for this competition, like other ambitious
owners aiming for a symbol:

“Itis a great honor to be among the own-
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ers of symbols at the Zayed Grand Prize, a
name dear to all our hearts. Owners bring
their best camels because this festival rep-
resents the pinnacle of Gulf competitions—its
attendance, quality, and prestige are recog-
nized by everyone.”
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Documenting Unusual Moments

Tourists Join Camel Owners in Festival Excitement

HASSAN OMAR

The Zayed Grand Prize 2025 at Al Wathba
in Abu Dhabi witnessed an exceptional
scene, reflecting the global appeal of the
UAE's heritage sport. Many tourists, visi-
tors, and non-Arab residents from various
nationalities attended the races, sharing
in the excitement and joy of camel racing
alongside the local owners.

Foreign attendees were particularly
notable for their engagement, capturing
rare moments they considered “unusual”
compared to what they are accustomed to
in their home countries. They photographed
and recorded camels racing at high speeds
toward the finish line in a competition
preserving a centuries-old heritage.

Several visitors expressed their delight
at experiencing the camel racetrack for
the first time, noting that it is a unique
sport combining tradition and the spirit
of challenge. They commended the UAE
for presenting this heritage to the world
with professionalism, high-level organi-
zation, and tracks designed according to
the highest standards.




Hamdan bin Zayed

Praises Third Edition of Al Dhafra Festival
Camel Racing: A Pillar of Our Heritage

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Representative of the Ruler in
the Al Dhafra region, expressed his appreci-
ation for the generous support provided by
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, may God
protect him, to heritage sports in general and
camel racing in particular. He emphasized
that the wise leadership follows the path of
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
may God bless his soul, in preserving the
authentic popular heritage and passing it
on to future generations.

His Highness highlighted that camel
racing represents a long-standing popular
heritage reflecting the Emirati people’s con-
nection to their past and national identity.

This came during his attendance of the
first-day competitions of the Third Al Dhafra
Camel Racing Festival. He praised the out-
standing organizational efforts and stressed
the importance of continuing to develop the
sport and enhance its prominence within
the community.

The festival, organized by the Camel
Racing Federation under the patronage of
Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, took
place from October 23 to 26, 2025, at the
Camel Racing Track in Zayed City, Al Dhafra.

The festival included 107 races across the
Haqqaiq, Laqaya, and Eidhadh categories,
with 24 symbols awarded (8 symbols per
category), in addition to various cash and
in-kind prizes.

g%

Day One Results:

» “Etemad” (owner: Ahmed Mohamed
Mahoush Al Mazrouei) won the Open Hagga-
igBakar Cup.

« “Jilboot” (owner: Amer Ali Rajeh Al
Marri) claimed first place in the Open Haqqa-
igQa'dan.

» “Dama’a” (owner: Amer Saqr Al Wahibi)
won the Haqqaiq Bakar - Production race.

» “Al Fares” (owner: Ahmed Sultan Al
Rashid Al Sweidi) secured the Haqqaiq
Qa'dan- Production.

At the conclusion of Day One, Sheikh
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Hamdan bin Zayed personally crowned the
symbol winners, congratulating them and
praising the broad participation from GCC
camel owners, underscoring the importance
of this rich cultural heritage.

The event was attended by:

» Humaid Saeed Al Neyadi, Director of
the Office of the President’s Court

» Nasser Mohamed Al Mansoori, Un-
dersecretary of the Ruler’s Representative
Office in Al Dhafra

« Abdul hamid Al Mehairi, Director Gen-
eral of the Camel Racing Federatio
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In the Presence of Sultan bin Hamdan
“Ezz” for Humaid Al Neyadi Wins Main Bakar Cup

In the presence of His Excellency Sheikh
Sultan bin Hamdan Al Nahyan, Advisor to
the President of the UAE and Chairman of
the Camel Racing Federation, the activities
of the 3rd Al Dhafra Camel Festival continued
on the second day. His Excellency witnessed
the evening competitions for the Al-Haga'iq
category over a distance of 3 kilometers, across
17 races, which included 4 symbols for open
and production categories of female and male
camels,

“Ezz,” owned by His Excellency Hamid
Saeed Amer Al Niadi, outperformed its com-
petitors and was crowned Camel Colts Cup
winner in the main open race with a time of
4:20:70 minutes.

“Mashbab,” owned by Salem Saif Al Khosh-
wani Al Mansouri, won the main second
open race and took the male camel rifle with
a time of 4:20:55 minutes.

“Eltizam,” owned by Hamad Mohammed
Obaid Bin Lahas Al Ameri, won the Camel
Colts Cup for the Production category in the
third race with a time of 4:18:66 minutes,
while the Production Male Camel Rifle in the
fourth main race went to “Mutabel” owned
by Abdullah Essa Mohammed Al Mansouri,
recording 4:18:91 minutes.

Al-Lagaya Competitions
On the festival’s third day, the Al-Lagaya cat-
egory competitions were held over adistance
of 4 kilometers, with camels owned by Naif
Salah Musleh Al Suhaili dominating both the
cup and rifle in the Colts and Open Male races.
» “Mahra”: Al-Lagaya Colts Cup - 5:45:37
minutes
+ “Mahdi”: Al-Lagaya Male Camel Rifle -

5:49:81 minutes

In the Local Camels races:

» “Manhaf” owned by Mohammed Atiq
Zaitoun Al Mehairi: Local Colts Cup - 5:49:05
minutes

* “Al-Hout” owned by Umair Al Hazmi
Qanas Al Ameri: Local Male Camel Rifle -
5:50:61 minutes

In the following four Production category
races:

» “Sawgha” owned by Ali Rashid Saif Al
Ghafli: Local Colts Cup - fifth race

*» “Mahboub” owned by Mohammed Sal-
meen Al Ameri: Local Male Camel Rifle - sixth
race - 5:47:97 minutes

* “Makasib” owned by Hamad Saeed Al
Salmeen Al Mansouri: Colts Production Cup
- seventh race - 5:47:10 minutes

+ “Lahab” owned by Hamdan Messaed Kha-
lid Al Mansouri: Production Male Camel Rifle

Conclusion - Al-Eedha Competitions
The festival concluded on the third day with
Al-Eedha category competitions across 8

races over 5 kilometers, with the camels
competing for 8 symbols:

» “Al-Theeba” owned by Obaid Ali Al
Senari: Open Colts Al-Eedha Cup - 7:21:99
minutes

» “Siyaaf” owned by Mubarak Moham-
med Qatami Al Suwaidi: Open Male Camel
Rifle - 7:22:78 minutes

» “Saraba” owned by Hamid Saeed Amer
Al Niadi: Local Colts Al-Eedha Cup - 7:26:29
minutes

» “Wahaj” owned by Ahmed Sultan Al
Rashid Al Suwaidi: Local Male Camel Rifle
- 7:32:01 minutes

 “Al-Wathba” owned by Saeed Sultan Al
Ketbi: Local Colts Cup - fifth race - 7:27:70
minutes

Mohammed Sultan Markhan Al Ketbi
excelled by winning two consecutive sym-
bols on the final day:

« “Al-Saree’”: Production Male Camel
Rifle - sixth race

» “Atheer”: Production Female Camel
Colts Cup




Transparency: I'he Theme of the 3rd Al Dhafra

Festival - A Saga of Authenticity
on the Sands of Zayed City

The 3rd edition of the Al Dhafra Camel
Festival witnessed broad participation,
following the tremendous success of the
previous two editions. The Camel Racing
Federation, organizer of the event, prioritized
ensuring integrity and transparency in the
competitions by implementing a comprehen-
sive system of regulations. These included:

* Testing the top three camels in each
race for banned substances.

» Prohibiting dual participation and the
use of electric shock devices.

* Requiring owners or their representa-
tives to be present during the tests; absence
is considered implicit acceptance of results.

* Rules stipulated disqualification and
fines in case of any violation, emphasizing
fairness and upholding the reputation of
Emirati camel racing.

Across the sands of Al Dhafra, the values -

of genuine Emirati hospitality were displayed
in their finest form. Locals welcomed festival
guests with open hearts and smiling faces,
creating a scene that reflects the spirit of
the community and its deep connection to
its heritage.

The majlis gatherings were lively, and
the sounds of greetings continuous, making
every visitor feel as though they were among
family and at home. This repeated scene year
after year is more than just warm hospitality;
it is a message of love from Al Dhafra to the
UAE and the Gulf, demonstrating that camel
racing is not merely a sport, but a lifestyle
rooted in generosity and loyalty.

The first edition of the festival was
launched on October 13, 2023, with 90 races
and 24 symbols, drawing significant public
attendance.

» At the conclusion of the first edition,

"Ouslain” owned by AbdulazizSaif suwailemuian
Al Ketbi, won the Open Colts Al-Eedha Cup:

« “Shwash,” from the same owner, won
the Male Camel Rifle, and “Nada,” owned by
Khalifa Sultan Al Rashid Al Suwaidi, took
the Production Cup.

» “Manzah,” owned by Hamad Jarallah Al
Breidi, won the Shaddad, and “Al-Nashmi,”
owned by Ahmed Obaid Al Noura Al Ameri,
secured the rifle in the race.

In the second edition in 2024, which saw
significant Gulf participation:

» “Khiyal,” owned by Abdullah Sultan Al
Ghafili, won the Open Colts Cup.

» “Al-Muntasir,” owned by Mani Al Sham-
si, took the Male Camel Rifle.

Subsequent victories included standout
names such as “Samet,” “Masyan,” “Hudur,”
“Al-Abir,” “Marasim,” and “Dalil,” painting a
vivid picture of tradition once again across
the sands of Al Dhafra.

B
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Gratitude to the Leadership for Their
Unlimited Support - Al Dhafra Festival
Earns Participants’ Praise.

BY ABDULLAH AL-JAIEL

Camel owners and residents praised the remarkable success of the third edition of the Al Dhafra

Camel Racing Festival, emphasizing that this heritage event represents a celebration combining
pride in tradition with joy in cultural heritage. Participants expressed their thanks and gratitude
to the wise leadership, foremost among them His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, may God protect him, His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Representative of the Ruler in the Al Dhafra region, and His Excellency Sheikh Sultan bin Hamdan,

for their continuous support of camel racing and preservation of authentic heritage.
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Suheil Al Mazrouei:

The Race Owner Receives His
Right with Full Justice

Suheil bin Khalifa Al Mazrouei, a
young participant from Al Dha-
fra, expressed his pride in taking
part in this major heritage
event, extending his thanks and
gratitude to the leadership for
their pioneering initiatives that
positively impact camel racing.

Faris bin Shalaan Al Mazrouei: = Obaid Al Senari: Nasser bin Abdu: He said: “We thank the gov-

The New System Serves the Pub-  Meeting Brothers in the Prizes Reflect the Generosi- ernment and leadership for

lic Interest UAE Has a Special Mean- ty of UAE Leadership the outstanding initiatives
Faris bin Shalaan Al Mazrouei, ing Nasser bin Abdu Al Marrah witnessed this year at the Al

a native of the Al Dhafra region, Obaid Ali Obaid Al Senari from Qatar, a participant in Dhafra Festival, particularly
expressed his immense happi- from Qatar, after winning the Al Dhafra Camel Racing those concerning bloodlines and
ness with the success of the third the Open Mare Cup sym- Festival, expressed his deep electric prodding, which have

Al Dhafra Camel Racing Festival,
praising the excellent organi-

bol, expressed his hap-
piness with the victory,

gratitude and appreciation
to the sheikhs for their gen-

changed the course of racing by
limiting these practices. Today,

zation and the large turnout of saying: “May God prolong erous and unlimited sup- the race owner attends the race
participants and visitors. the lives of the sheikhs; port for camel owners and and receives his right with full
He said: “Praise be to God, the festival is very strong participants from across the justice and transparency.”

the festival is successful by in terms of competition Gulf. He described the festival days as
every measure. We extend our  and organization.” He said: “The sheikhs have a time of celebration and joy for
deepest thanks and apprecia- He added that the festival always been generous, fore- camel owners and the local com-
tion to our wise leadership for atmosphere reflected most among them His High- munity, addressing his peers:
the continuous support and fraternity and love among ness Sheikh Mohamed bin “We are children of Zayed, raised
attention they provide tocamel Gulf citizens, saying: Zayed Al Nahyan, President on customs, traditions, and her-
owners, and for the organiza- “The joy is indescribable, of the UAE, may God protect itage. One must never abandon
tional improvements that serve  especially since we met him, and his noble brothers, the heritage of their family and
the interests of owners and our family and brothers who provided great support elders. Our ancestors lived by

participants, especially regard-
ing bloodline standards and the
new system that benefits the
public interest.”

in the UAE, and that in
itself is a great victory.”

to participants and honored
us with their well-known
generosity.”

it, and today we honor them by
preserving it. This heritage is our
pride and our responsibility, and
we must safeguard it and pass it
on to future generations.”
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Khalaf Sari Al Mazrouei: Al Dhafra Festival - A Milestone
Leadership Does Not Hesitate to Adopt Ideas
that Serve the Public Interest

Khalaf Sari Al Mazrouei, a camel owner
and media personality representing the
voice of the camel racing community,
affirmed that the third edition of the Al
Dhafra Camel Racing Festival has become
a milestone in the history of heritage festi-
vals, due to its distinguished organization
and the large turnout of participants from
within the UAE and abroad.

He noted that Al Dhafra appeared in
its finest form as it welcomed guests in
an atmosphere full of pride and joy in the
heritage, describing the event as “a cele-
bration that unites camel owners through
authenticity and love.”

Al Mazrouei extended his highest grat-
itude to the wise leadership, saying: “May
God prolong his life and protect him, my
master, His Highness the President of the
UAE, may God preserve him, and His High-
ness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Representative of the Ruler in Al Dhafraand
a long-time supporter of camel racing, who
follows the legacy of the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan, may God have mercy on him.”

He also thanked His Excellency Sheikh
Sultan bin Hamdan Al Nahyan and the
Camel Racing Federation under the leader-
ship of Abdullah Al Mehairi, emphasizing
that their support is the secret behind the
sport’s success and continuity.

Discussing his previous participations,
Al Mazrouei said: “The Al Dhafra Festival is
dear to our hearts, and its symbol is worth
ten symbols in any other racetrack. In the
first edition, we won two cups, then in the
second year I won the Open Cup, and my
father’s crowning by His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan was an unforgettable historic
moment.”

He confirmed that his father, Sari bin
Baloosh, has been his primary supporter
throughout his journey, saying: “My father,
may God prolong his life, is the school from
which we learned training, care, and man-
agement of camels. From the 1980s until
today, he has achieved accomplishments
in Gulf racetracks, and we grew up under
his guidance and experience.”

Al Mazrouei also touched on his media

role through analysis platforms and social
media channels, noting that the camel rac-
ing world today is advanced and constantly
evolving, and that the leadership does not
hesitate to adopt any idea serving the public
interest. He said: “His Excellency Sheikh
Sultan bin Hamdan monitors every major
and minor detail, and the federation, under
Abdullah Al Mehairi, spares no effort in
developing systems and precautionary mea-

sures to protect camels in the racetracks.”

He concluded: “No matter how much
we thank them, we cannot fully repay our
leadership. What we see today in terms of
development in the racetracks, festivals,
prizes, and million-dirham races from the
Haqa'iq category to Al-Houl and Al-Zumool,
is evidence of a solid vision and a continuing
journey that elevates heritage and gives it
a brighter future.”
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Bin Saqr Al Wohibi:
AUnique Experience
in an Environment of

Support and Profes-

sionalism

Participant Amer Saqr Salem Al
Wohibi from Oman achieved

a remarkable accomplishment
at the 2025 Al Dhafra Camel
Racing Festival. Al Wohibi
expressed his great joy, saying:
“This achievement is thanks
to God, and it is part of a long
journey of successes and sym-
bols that we take pride in.”

Al Wohibi praised the orga-
nizational atmosphere of the
festival, highlighting that
participating in the UAE rep-
resents a unique experience

in an environment of support
and professionalism. He said:
“In the UAE, we found full
encouragement and support
from Their Highnesses, may
God prolong their lives. They
provide all the elements for
success, from reserves and
facilities to massive festivals
that enhance the stature of
camel racing.”

He confirmed that the warm
welcome participants receive
from Gulf citizens at the Al
Dhafra track reflects the au-
thenticity of the Emirati people
and the generosity of their
leadership, adding: “We partici-
pate here as if we are among
our own people, which gives
victory a special taste on the
land of Zayed the Benefactor.”

Hamad Al Salmeen
Steals the Spotlight

Participant Hamad Saeed Al
Salmeen Al Mansouri, from

Al Ain, stole the spotlight

at the 2025 Al Dhafra Camel
Racing Festival after his
camel, Makasib, won the Mare
Mixed Production Cup with
an outstanding time of 5:47:10
minutes, giving its dedicated
owner a long-awaited moment
of pride.

He expressed his immense
happiness, saying: “The festi-
val is successful by all mea-
sures, the region is wonderful,
and its people are kind. We
participated alongside our
brothers in this great race-
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track, and praise be to God,
Makasib earned the victory
and deserved the symbol right-
fully.”

Al Mansouri emphasized that
the support of Their Highness-
es is the foundation of this
heritage sport, saying: “The
sheikhs, may God prolong their
lives, have always been gener-
ous in supporting camel racing
and its owners. Without their
support, we would not have
achieved these accomplish-
ments. This is first by God’s
grace, and then thanks to the
wise guidance and continuous
attention of the leadership.”

Salah Al Suhaili: Al Dhafra
Brings Us Together Through

Love and Heritage

Saudi participant Naif Salah
Maslah Al Suhaili, a camel
owner from Medina, achieved
success at the 2025 Al Dhafra
Camel Racing Festival in the
Laqgaya category, winning both
the Open Mare Cup and the
Open Camel Rifle.

Al Suhaili said: “We came from
the Kingdom, and praise be to
God, we succeeded in winning

the open cup and the open rifle.

The festival is excellent, the

organization is wonderful, and
we sincerely thank everyone
responsible for their efforts at
the track.”

He added: “The atmosphere of Al
Dhafra is indescribable, and its
people are generous and noble.
We feel as if we are among our
own family and friends. The
festival unites us through love,
heritage, and pride, and we pray
that these blessed gatherings
among Gulf citizens continue.”
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Bin Saif Al Harsousi:
Al Dhafra - A Symbol
of Generosity and Her-
itage

Mohammed bin Saif Al
Harsousi, a camel owner
from the Sultanate of Oman,
expressed his great happi-
ness at participating for the
first time in the third edi-
tion of the Al Dhafra Camel
Racing Festival, praising
the excellent organization
and the warm welcome he
received from the moment
he arrived at the festival
grounds.

He said: “This is my first par-
ticipation in the Al Dhafra
Festival. I came from Oman
to take part in the races.
Praise be to God, the partic-
ipation has been wonderful,
the organization is excellent,
and the racetrack is remark-
able in every detail. I thank
everyone involved for their
tremendous efforts.”

He added: “Al Dhafra race-
track holds a special place,
as it enjoys generous support
from the sheikhs, may God
reward them, with valuable
prizes, structured pricing,
and organized rules that
serve camel owners and
participants. This is what
makes us keen to attend and
participate in every edition
of the festival.”
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After “litizam” Wins First Place

Bin Lihas Al Amri: Leadership Support - The Secret of Excellence
The Festival Has Become a Symbol of Professionalism

- [ TP t—

Hamad Mohammed Obaid Bin Lihas Al Amri
achieved a new milestone in his career at the
2025 Al Dhafra Camel Racing Festival after
his camel, Iltizam, won first place in the
third race, the Bakar Production category,
with an impressive time of 4:18.66 minutes,
marking the best timing in its class during
the festival.

Al Amri expressed great pride in this
achievement, praising the high organiza-
tional level of the festival, and emphasized
that the strong support from the wise leader-
ship and Their Highnesses the Sheikhs is the
key factor behind the successes witnessed
in camel racing year after year.

Al Amri said: “This year’s Al Dhafra Fes-
tival was complete in every aspect. From
organization to support and sponsorship,
everything was managed with high pro-
fessionalism. May God prolong the lives of
the Sheikhs, led by my master, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

President of the UAE, may God protect him,
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Representative of the Ruler in Al
Dhafra, and His Highness Sheikh Sultan bin
Hamdan Al Nahyan, President of the Camel
Racing Federation - all of them stand behind
this great success. We must also recognize
the sincere efforts of His Excellency Abdullah
Mubarak, Director of the Federation, and
the entire team who present the festival in
its finest form.”
He added: “We thank God for a wise lead-
ership that has brought us to the highest
levels. They have provided everything that
enhances the fairness and integrity of the
races, such asinitiatives to regulate electric
shocks and bloodlines, and the introduction
of automated riders. These developments
have served the racetrack and provided ev-
eryone with equal opportunities to win.”
“IItizam” - Local Production with Pure
Bloodlines

=

Al Amri spoke about his winning camel, say-
ing: “Iltizam is from my own breeding, with
both sire and dam from distinguished blood-
lines, and has previously achieved several
accomplishments in different racetracks.
She has excelled and proven her merit, and
thanks to God, our efforts have been crowned
with this precious symbol.”

He added: “I have a protected breeding area
for producing Zumool, mostly from well-
known bloodlines like Karrar from Umm Al
Zabar camels, and also Shaheen. We preserve
and develop local production because we be-
lieve true achievement comes from a camel
you breed yourself and that wins its cup.”
Al Amri emphasized that the Al Dhafra
Festival today has become a platform that
unites authenticity and fair competition,
saying: “This festival is not merely a race;
it is a gathering for the people of the UAE
and the Gulf, and a ground that strengthens
the spirit of our authentic heritage, first
established by the late Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, may God have mercy on
him, and carried forward by his noble sons
who developed and preserved this heritage
generation after generation.”

In conclusion, Al Amri said: “We dedicate
this victory to our wise leadership and to
everyone serving this great heritage. I also
dedicate Iltizam'’s victory to the people of
Al Dhafra, my family, and all camel racing
enthusiasts. I would especially like to thank
Asayel Alebelmagazine for documenting
our achievements and conveying the voice
of the racetrack with honesty and profes-
sionalism.”
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“Etimad,” wins the First Prize

Bin Housh Al Mazrouei

Thanks the Sheikhs for Supporting Camel Owners

He Affirms: The Victory Motivates Us for
the Future, and Our Ambition Never Stops
Hamad Mochammed Bin Housh Al Mazrouei,
owner of I'timad, which won and claimed
the first symbols at the 2025 Al Dhafra Camel
Racing Festival, expressed his deep grat-
itude to Their Highnesses the Sheikhs for
their generous support of camel owners
and the ancestral sport, affirming that the
development and prosperity witnessed at
the racetrack are the result of this limitless
support.

Al Mazrouei said: “I cannot sufficiently
thank Their Highnesses the Sheikhs; their
support is indescribable. I extend my heart-
felt thanks to my master, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, may God protect him,
His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Vice President of the UAE, Deputy
Prime Minister, and President of the Presi-
dential Court, His Highness Sheikh Hamdan
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Representative of the
Rulerin Al Dhafra, and His Highness Sheikh
Sultan bin Hamdan Al Nahyan, Advisor to
the President and President of the Camel
Racing Federation, who have provided every
means of support to camel owners, whether
on racetracks or in beauty competitions.
Their continuous and sincere support has
made camel festivals an eagerly awaited
occasion year after year.”

He added that the Al Dhafra Camel Racing
Festival continues to develop thanks to the
patronage of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Representative of the
Rulerin Al Dhafra, who has made the event
alandmark in the calendar of local and Gulf
camel races.

Al Mazrouei expressed great joy at achieving
the victory and claiming the first symbols
at the 2025 festival, describing the moment
as an indescribable achievement.

“The feeling of winning cannot be described,
especially when we learned that His High-
ness personally attended to crown us and
present the symbol. This is a great honor and
pride for all of us. Winning in the presence
of Their Highnesses has a different taste and
deep meaning.”

He pointed out that I'timad represents for

-
him a symbol of pride and determination,
being his first participation in the symbols
category, emphasizing that the victory came
as a result of passion and long effort.

Al Mazrouei spoke about his background in
camel racing, saying: “We inherited from
our father - may God have mercy onhim-a
lineage of well-known purebred camels, and
I'timad is from our local breeding and from
the Boush bloodline that we inherited from
him. This she-camel has a strong record of
achievements, having previously won six
to seven symbols.”

He explained that despite his busy schedule
with studies and work, his love for cam-
els has remained since childhood, adding:
“Our father - may God have mercy on him
- advised us to complete our studies first,
and after graduating and settling down,
we returned to the racetrack with greater
passion, becoming able to support camels
ourselves and excel in this field with pride.”
Al Mazroueirevealed that he has been man-
aging the riders himself for three years with-
out a permanent Mudmir (trainer), noting
that success requires conscious management
and a cooperative team.

“Management is the foundation of success,
whether at home, at work, or on the farm.
The more organized the management, the
better the results. Without the efforts of

hardworking youth like Mohammed and
Dhiab bin Al Deeb, these honorable results
would not have been achieved.”

“Etimad” - From a Pure Lineage

Al Mazrouei spoke about I'timad: her father s
Mirdaf, a camel from the Ruwaia Dar’'iblood-
line, and her mother is a daughter of Tayyari,
with distinguished achievements across
several racetracks. Her latest achievement
was in Al Marmoom, where she led in the
first race and achieved an impressive timing
that clearly indicated her high readiness.
He added that since the victory, he has been
considering preparing a replacement camel
capable of meeting his ambitions, saying:
“Winning the symbol has motivated us to
think about the future and seek a replace-
ment camel, whether through breeding or
purchase, because our ambition never stops.”



From the Soccer Field to the Racetrack
Heritage Sports Captivate “ Pogba “

In a groundbreaking move that made a sig-
nificant impact in the world of sports, global
football star Paul Pogba — former Manchester
United player and 2018 World Cup-winning
French national team member — entered the
world of camel racing and authentic Arab
heritage. He did so through his partnership
as owner and ambassador of the Saudi camel
racing team Al-Habboub.

This transition is not merely an investment;
it represents a bridge connecting global
culture with an ancient heritage sport. It
also confirms, beyond any doubt, that the
ancestral sport is capable of competing with
modern games and capturing the attention
of new generations with its excitement and
passion. It is worth noting that the French
star recently returned to the football field
after a suspension issued against him years
ago, and he is currently one of the top stars
in the Italian league.

From Football to Camel Racing

The management of Al-Habboub team an-
nounced that Pogba has become part of the
team as a shareholder and ambassador —
granting him a “stake” in the team’s future,
including storytelling, media strategy, and
community programs.

In a press interview, Pogba said he followed
camel races online, learned about the racing
techniques, and observed that the sport —
whether football or camel racing — requires
the same dedication and teamwork.

Why is this important in the world of
camel racing?

Camel racing is more than just a sport in
the Gulf: it is heritage and culture, deeply
connected to the history and authenticity
of the region’s people. The involvement of
a global figure like Pogba shines an inter-
national spotlight on it and could attract
audiences beyond the usual fanbase.
Having a “cultural bridge” from Europe to
the Gulf may enhance media and investment
interest in camel racing, potentially contrib-
uting to its development: professionalism,
event organization, marketing, and media
coverage.

Additionally, the participation of a world-

class athlete adds prestige and respect to the
sport and may open doors to further foreign
investments and interest in heritage sports.

What is expected in the future?

The Saudi management plans to leverage
Pogba’s partnership by launching media
content (illustrated stories, documentaries,
race coverage) targeting both Arab and inter-
national audiences. In light of this step, the
Al-Habboub team expects camel racing to
witness a “media renaissance,” particularly
by capitalizing on Pogba’s immense popu-
larity to promote heritage sports culture.
This will greatly contribute to achieving
the vision of camel racing organizers to
transform it into a global platform through
worldwide broadcasts, international race
tours, and new partnerships.
Undoubtedly, Pogba's move represents more
than a sports investment. It is a significant
step on a long journey and a testament to
the value of our heritage, offering the world

a fresh perspective on camel racing — pro-
fessional, modern, and globally oriented.

Camel racing is not just a camel race; it is
culture, heritage, and identity. With Paul
Pogba and the Al-Habboub team, a new era
may begin that combines tradition and pro-
fessionalism, heritage and globalization.
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From the Souks to the Heart of the Desert on Camelback

The 1 . OOO km Journey Revives the Past

Bin Dalmouk: The Caravan Reinterprets the Ancestors

The twelfth edition of the UAE Camel Jour-
ney set off, starting from the Al-Silaareain
Abu Dhabi to the Heritage Village at Global
Village in Dubai, following a symbolic route
passing through Nad Al Shiba Sands, Qarn
and Kar Al Agab, Raq'at Rawdah, Ramlat
Saheb Azeibah, Al Harrah, Ramlat Bin Mary-
oud, Al Abdaliyah, and reaching deep into
the old desert route that once connected the
Emirates to the pilgrimage path.

At every stop, the caravan revives the traces
of the past — from the dunes crossed by the
ancestors’ caravans to the routes that shaped
the collective memory of the land —ina
journey where the desert merges with the
scent of history and human experience.
The caravan covers 1,050 kilometers on cam-
elback, the longest route in the journey’s
history, over 21 days. Participants learn how
strength is built through patience and how
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the desert becomes a school of values, recon-
necting people with their roots and reviving
their cultural heritage.

His Excellency Abdullah Hamdan Bin Dal-
mouk, CEO of the Hamdan Bin Mohammed
Center for Heritage Preservation and leader
of the journey, said:

“As we traverse this desert, we are not only
retracing the pilgrimage routes, but also
reading the humanity that came before us.
Every step carries the imprint of the past.
This caravan is also a journey of the soul,
where the memory of the past meets the
present without either losing its essence.”
He added:

“The journey is not only a physical challenge
but a cultural and moral responsibility to
understand what it means to be a child of
this land.”

Among the participants, Emirati pilot Saeed

R
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Mohammed Al-Rais experienced the journey
on camelback, saying:

“The feeling is amazing. I feel like I am living
the time our ancestors lived. I see myself
representing my country and responsible for
presenting an image worthy of our authentic
Emirati customs and traditions.”

The Hamdan Bin Mohammed Center for
Heritage Preservation serves as a trusted
reference for safeguarding and promoting
UAE national heritage. It achieves this by
organizing events and competitions, con-
ducting specialized studies and re-
search, fostering heritage culture
among generations, and instilling

the values of authentic customs and
traditions in society — strengthening
national identity and deepening the
awareness of the younger generation
regarding Emirati heritage.

il [
SN




Remarkable Success for the Sharjah Festival

Intense Competitions
in the Symbol Races

AL DHAID (SHARJAH) - ASAYEL AL EBEL

Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member
of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah, the fourth edition of His Highness the Ruler of
Sharjah Festival for Camel Racing 2025 concluded. The festival was organized by the Sharjah
Camel Racing Club at the Al Dhaid racetrack from 10 to 14 November 2025, attracting a large
audience and wide participation from camel owners across the UAE and GCC countries.

The festival featured intense competitions across 126 races, held in both morning and eve-
ning sessions, covering all camel age categories: Haqqaiq, Lagaya, Eidha'a, Thunayya, Houl,
and Zamoul. The program included ten symbol races, showcasing exceptional competition

among the strongest breeds and most distinguished teams in camel racing,.

“Hamloula” for Zayed Al Mansoori Seizes the Sword

Bin Howaiden Al Ketbi Appreciates the Leadership’s
Support for Heritage

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Humaid
Al Qasimi, Chairman of the Sharjah Statistics
and Community Development Department,
attended the festival’s final day, which fea-
tured Houl and Zamoul races over a 6 km
distance, attracting enthusiasts and followers
of the traditional sport.

“Hamloula,” owned by Zayed Mohammed
Zayed Al Mansoori, won the main Houl race
and was awarded the Ruler of Sharjah’s Sword,
while “Al-Fares,” owned by Mohammed Saeed

bin Khatem Al Shamsi, claimed the Ruler of
Sharjah’s Rifle.

Abdullah Mohammed Ma'azid bin Howaiden
Al Ketbi extended his deepest gratitude to the
rulers, foremost among them His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, and His Highness
Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi,
Member of the Supreme Council and Ruler of
Sharjah, for their generous support of camel
racing and for patronizing the festival, which

has become a river of generosity and a cultural
ambassador for the Gulf community.

Al Ketbi also praised the efforts and support of
His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Salem bin
Sultan Al Qasimi, Deputy Ruler of Sharjah,
for advancing camel racing to new horizons
through his guidance and oversight.

He emphasized that this year’s festival was
distinguished by wide participation, reflect-
ing the high status it now holds on the camel
racing map of the region. He added:
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Documentation:
Festival Race Results
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Tuesday, 11/11/2025 (Lagaya Category - 5 km) | Evening Session

* Race 1: “Open Lagaya Camel Cup - Bakar” (Al Dana) - Hamad Mochammed Al Huwaiml Al Amri - 4:40:60

* Race 2: “Open Lagaya Camel Rifle - Qadan” (Marmooq) - Ali Khamis Saeed Ali Al Zarai - 7:36:70 (Best Time)

* Race 3: “Laqaya Bakar Local Camel Cup” (Ramk) - Musabah Salem Rashid Bakhit Al Ketbi - 7:45:50

* Race 4: “Local Lagaya Qadan Dagger” (Al Wa'ad) - Abdullah Saeed Bin Ghurair Al Ketbi - 7:53:88

Wednesday, 12/11/2025 (Eidha'a Category - 6 km) | Evening Session

» Race 1: “Open Eidha'a Bakar Cup” (Maha) - Mohammed Rashid Salem Hadhirem - 9:28:86

* Race 2: “Open Eidha'a Qadan Rifle” (Zidan) - Mubarak Dghash Mohammed Al Amri - 9:41:92

» Race 3: “Local Eidha'a Bakar Cup” (Al Tiyara) - Saleem Hamad Salem Al Shibani Al Ketbi - 9:40:04

» Race 4: “Local Eidha'a Qadan Dagger” (Al Fares) - Khalid Mater Al Taneiji - 9:37:68

Thursday, 13/11/2025 (Thunayya Category - 6 km) | Evening Session

* Race 1: “Open Thunayya Bakar Cup” (Al Sareedhiya) - Amer Bin Hamad Bin Humaid Al Owaisi - 9:32:02

* Race 2: “Open Thunayya Qadan Rifle” (Hamloul) - Khalil Nasser Mansour Al Khalil Al Shahwani - 9:37:62

Friday, 14/11/2025 (Houl & Zamoul - 6 km) | Evening Session

» Race 1: “Ruler of Sharjah Sword - Main Houl” (Hamloula) - Zayed Mohammed Zayed Al Mansoori - 9:32:92

« Race 2: “Main Open Zamoul Rifle” (Al Fares) - Mohammed Saeed Khatem Al Shamsi - 9:38:02

Sharjah Camel
Racing Club

Embodiment of the
Emirate’s Commitment
to Preserving Heritage
Sharjah - Asayel Al Ebel
The Sharjah Camel Rac-
ing Club is one of the
UAE's leading sports in-
stitutions, reflecting the
emirate’s commitment
to preserving authentic
Arab heritage and pro-
moting camel racing,
which forms an integral
part of Emirati cultural
identity.

Located in Al Dhaid,
Sharjah, the club serves
as a central hub for or-
ganizing camel racing
events nationwide. It
supervises the Al Dhaid
Racecourse, one of the
region’s premier tracks,
attracting participants
from across the UAE.
The club annually orga-
nizes a variety of races
and festivals that show-
case camel skillsand en-
courage participationin
this traditional sport.
Key Events Organized by
the Club Include:

» Sharat Al Diwan Race:
A prestigious race held at
Al Dhaid, featuring mul-
tiple races over different
distances.

» Al Fatamin Race: Ded-
icated to young camels,
providing breeders an
opportunity to test their

camels’ early abilities.
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From omm Ghafa the story began...

Al Rashidi dedicates the Asian
gold in Bahrain to the UAE [

BY MOHAMMED ABUITA

Anew Emirati achievement has been etched
into the annals of pride, led by young Moham-
med Omair Al Rashdi, who brought home the
gold medal and first place in camel racing
at the 3rd Asian Youth Games held in the
Kingdom of Bahrain. The event saw partici-
pation from over 5,000 athletes representing
45 countries.

Behind this triumph is a story of over eight
years of dedicated training, guided by his
grandfather and coach, Mohammed Ali Bin
Omair Al Rashdi—affectionately known as
“Ra’iArjah"—at the family heritage farm in
Malgat, Al Ain.

Speaking to Asayel Al Ibel, 16-year-old Mo-
hammed shared his pride and joy:

“It was the happiness of my nation. Repre-
senting the UAE in such tough competitions
was not easy. My joy is indescribable because
I brought happiness to everyone around me,
and made our leaders and country proud. They
provided full support and encouragement.”
He added with a confident smile:

“Ilearned everything from my grandfather.
He taught me camel riding and all its secrets.”
His grandfather, Mohammed Ali Bin Omair
Al Rashdi, founder of the heritage farm and
trainer of generations, expressed his im-
mense pride:

“This is a national achievement, not just
a family one. Mohammed was selected by
His Excellency Sheikh Sultan bin Hamdan
Al Nahyan for his skill and excellence in the
fields. Training Mohammed was a blessing

from God; we started when he was eight, and
I supervised every detail before his journey
to Bahrain. When I heard he won the gold,
tears of joy filled my eyes. All the years of
effort have truly paid off.”

Today, the farm continues to train a new
generation of young talents, preserving and
passing on the rich heritage of camel racing.

Highlights: UAE’s Medal Haul

2 Golds, 2 Silvers - Historic Participation by
Emirati Girls

In a historic milestone for Emirati camel
racing, the national team earned a total of
18 medals at the Asian Games, including 4
medals in camel racing, marking the sport’s
debut at the continental event.
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« Boys' 500m race - Mochammed Omair Al
Rashdi clinched gold riding Ghantout in 45.69
seconds, while Khalifa Suhail Al Ghafli took
silver.

» Girls’ 500m race - Latifa Mohammed Al
Ashkhari won gold riding Hasheem in 45.62
seconds, and Aisha Abdullah Al Saadi earned
silver, with Yemeni rider Iman Salem claim-
ing bronze.

His Excellency Sheikh Sultan bin Hamdan
bin Mohammed Al Nahyan, Advisor to the
President and President of the UAE Camel
Racing Federation, dedicated this historic
achievement to the UAE leadership, high-
lighting that the team'’s participation rep-
resents a milestone in the journey of Emirati
heritage sports.
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Hamdan bin Zayed:
A Distinguished Global Face of the UAE

Speaking about the festival, His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Ruler’s
Representative in the Al Dhafra Region, said:

*“The Al Dhafra Festival has achieved a major gain for the people of the UAE and earned the
country a strong reputation locally and internationally, as it uniquely organizes the largest
camel beauty contest festival in the world, in terms of the vast number of elite camels and
the number of participants from across the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries.”*

Al Dhafra Camel Festival...
the Largest Heritage Gathering in the Region

From the heart of the desert that carries the memory of the lﬂ:Ed., the Al Dhafra Festival continues its presence as the
largest herilj;age gathering for camels in the region, writing a new chapter each year in celebrating authentic Emirati
heritage. Since its launch in 2008 under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the UAE, may God protect him, the festival-now in its 19th edition and organized by the Abu Dhabi Authority for
Culture and Heritage—has become a landmark of heritage and identity, and a global platform reflecting the authenticity
of the desert and its contemporary vision for preserving traditions.




Fares Al Mazrouei:
Celebrating Zayed’s Legacy

His Excellency Fares Khalaf Al Mazrouei, Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Heritage Authority, stated that the Al Dhafra Festivalisa
celebration of the legacy of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may his soul rest in peace, who laid the foundation for
protecting authentic Emirati heritage.

Thanks to the generous patronage and great support of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE, may God protect him, the festival has succeeded in strengthening the deeply rooted approach of Sheikh Zayed, may his soul
rest in peace, in safeguarding and preserving heritage, and in achieving all its objectives aimed at consolidating the elements of
heritage and passing them on to future generations with full authenticity.

Protecting Heritage and Encouraging Owners

A Journey of Continuous Development Since 2008

The Abu Dhabi Heritage Authority launched the activities . ﬂ # / - 1
of the 19th edition on 27 October 2025, continuing until 22 MARI A L s
January 2026, across four main mobile stations between
the arenas of Suwaihan, Razeen, Madinat Zayed, and the
grand finale in Al Dhafra.

This year’s edition included 355 competitions and 3,370 prizes,
with a total value exceeding AED 88.7 million, distributed
across the categories of Mahalliyat, Majahim, Asayel cross-
breeds, and Wadh.
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Attracted More Than 24,000 Visitors

Strong Opening for the Camel Beauty Contests in Suwaihan

The camel beauty contests of the Al Dhafra Festival, inits 19th edi- Thecompetition featured 76 rounds across the categories of Mahalliyat,
tion, launched their new season with the Suwaihan competitionas  Majahim, and Asayel Alebel crossbreeds, within six age groups, with
the first station. The event was organized by the Abu Dhabi Heritage the participation of 2,402 owners from six Gulf and Arab countries:
Authority from 27 October to 3 November 2025 at the Sheikh Sultan  the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar, and Yemen. A total of
bin Zayed Heritage Arena in Suwaihan City. 730 prizes were allocated, with an overall value of AED 11.45 million.

Mohammed bin Hamdan:
The Festival Boosts Tourism and Reinforces the Traditions of Fathers and Grandfathers

His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin Ham- the major role of the festival and its heritage  safeguarding cultural heritage, and strength-
dan bin Zayed Al Nahyan attended part of activitiesin promoting tourism, reinforcing  ening Abu Dhabi’s position as a leading des-
the Suwaihan camel beauty competitions the traditions of fathers and grandfathers, tination for heritage events.

(the first station of the Al Dhafra Festival),
where he crowned the winners of the Haqa-
yeq age-category rounds held at the Sheikh
Sultan bin Zayed Heritage Arena.

The event was attended by His Excellency
Fares Khalaf Al Mazrouei, Chairman of the
Abu Dhabi Heritage Authority, along with a
number of officials and camel owners from
within the UAE and GCC countries.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamdan bin Zayed
praised the efforts of the organizers and par-
ticipants in preserving purebred strainsand
supporting the local economy, emphasizing

Crowning the Winners of the Thanaya Age Category

Khaled bin Sultan: A Heritage Platform Bringing Together Camel Owners

Sheikh Dr. Khaled bin Sultan bin Zayed Al
Nahyan crowned the winners of the Than-
aya age-category rounds at the Suwaihan
competition, affirming that the festival has
become a heritage platform that brings to-
gether camel owners from the UAE and the
Gulf countries, while enhancing the presence
of the camel beauty contest season and its
diverse programs in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.
The announcement of results was attended by
Sheikh Zayed bin Mohammed bin Khalifa Al
Nahyan, Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed bin
Khalifa Al Nahyan, Sheikh Sultan bin Hazza
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and Sheikh Zayed bin
Khaled bin Sultan Al Nahyan, in addition to
officials from the Abu Dhabi Heritage Au-
thority, leading camel owners, and beauty
contest enthusiasts.




Mafarid (Weanlings) Age Category Competitions

“Sougha” Claims First Place, “Ghazlan” Comes Second
“Wisam” Leads the Sons of Tribes Round, with “La‘beeh” as Runner-up

The camel beauty contest activities com-
menced with the Shuraya and Asayel Ale-
belcrossbreeds rounds for the Mafarid age
category. The winners were crowned in the
presence of His Excellency Issa Saeed Al
Khayeli and His Excellency Obaid Khalfan
Al Mazrouei, Executive Director of the Fes-
tivals and Events Sector at the Abu Dhabi
Heritage Authority.

In the Mafarid - Owners of Their Highnesses
the Sheikhs (Mahalliyat) round, “Sougha”,

owned by Sheikh Khalifa bin Saif bin Mo-
hammed Al Nahyan, claimed first place,
followed by “Ghazlan” and “Af'al”, owned by
Sheikh Khaled bin Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an, in second and third places respectively.
“Mughtha”, owned by Sheikh Khalifa bin
Saif, came fourth, while “Al Dhafra”, owned
by Sheikh Khaled bin Sultan, placed fifth.

In the Mafarid Shuraya - Sons of Tribes (1) -
Mahalliyat round, “Al Kaida”, owned by Saleh
Jaber Al Qumda Al Ameri, took first place,

followed by “Marheen” owned by Yousef
Salem Al Mehrami, and “Jenar” owned by
Hamad Mohammed Al Husein Al Tahash
Al Menhali.

In the Mafarid Shuraya - Sons of Tribes (2)
- Mahalliyat round, “Wisam”, owned by
Saleh Salem Anoudah Al Ameri, secured
first place, followed by “La‘beeh” owned by
Shehab Hamad Al Maliki in second place,
and “Markah” owned by Abdullah Mabkhout
Al Menhaliin third place.

Lagaya Age Category Competitions

“Dhabi Al Fala” Tops the Sheikhs’ Round
“Samha” Wins in the Sons of Tribes Competitions

The Lagaya age-category competitions wit-
nessed wide participation across the Maja-
him and Mahalliyat rounds (Shuraya, Talad,
and Partners), as well as the Asayel Alebel
crossbreeds. The winners were crowned in
the presence of the guest of honor, Mu‘addad
bin Saif Al Mashghouni.

In the Laqaya - Owners of Their Highnesses
the Sheikhs (Mahalliyat) round, “Dhabi Al
Fala”, owned by Sheikh Sultan bin Hazza
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, topped the competi-
tion, followed by “Alam” owned by Sheikh
Khalifa bin Saif Al Nahyan, and “Taraf”
owned by Sheikh Zayed bin Khaled bin
Sultan Al Nahyan. “Najla” placed fourth,
and “Al Dhafra” came fifth.

In the Sons of Tribes rounds, “Samha”,
owned by Ali Salem Obaid Hayai Al Man-
souri, secured first place in Talad (2) - Ma-
halliyat, while “Bayan”, owned by Hamad

Bakhit Huwaireb Al Mansouri, claimed
first place in the Asayel Alebel crossbreeds
round.

“Al Asima”, owned by Hilal Hamad Al Mao-
uli, achieved first place in the Partners -

[ |

Mabhalliyat round, while “Raw‘a”, owned by

Salem Suhail Al Rashidi, topped Shuraya
(2)- Mahalliyat, and “Mudhiya”, owned by
Hadaf Radwan Al Menhali, won Shuraya (1)
- Mahalliyat. Meanwhile, “Al Dhiba”, owned
by Nasser Hamad Owaidha Al Khayeli, led
the Talad (1) - Mahalliyat round.
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Ithaa' (Two-Year-Olds) Age Category Rounds

“Hadath” Steals the Spotlight

The Ithaa‘ age-category competitions for
Majahim and Mahalliyat (Shuraya, Talad,
and Partners), as well as the Asayel Alebel
crossbreeds, witnessed strong competition
among camel owners. A total of 115 prizes
were allocated across 12 rounds. The winners
were crowned by Brigadier Saeed Hamid bin
Dalmouj Al Dhaheri, Director of Al Ain Police
Directorate.

In the Ithaa'- Owners of Their Highnesses the
Sheikhs (Mahalliyat) round, “Hadath”, owned

“Siyada” Brings a Grand Final

W AL DHATRI

by Sheikh Khalifa bin Saif bin Mohammed
Al Nahyan, claimed first place, followed by
“Sharh” owned by Sheikh Mohammed bin
Khalifa bin Saif Al Nahyan, while “Sanaf”,
owned by Sheikh Mohammed Sultan Al Qa-
simi, placed third, and “Muhimma”, owned
by Sheikh Mohammed Sagr Al Qasimi, came
fourth.

In the Sons of Tribes rounds, “Al Fari”, owned
by Zayed Mohammed Al Mansouri, topped
Talad (1) - Majahim, while “Rasa”, owned

by Ahmed Ibrahim Al Qubaisi, secured first
place in Talad (1) - Mahalliyat.

In Talad (2) - Majahim, “Salheeb”, owned by
Murshid Muslim Al Mazrouei, claimed first
place, while “Aryam” won first place in Talad
(2)- Mahalliyat.

In Shuraya - Sons of Tribes (1) - Majahim,
“Al Wafiya”, owned by Mohammed Saleh Al
Ameri, claimed first place, while “Lawai‘a”,
owned by Mubarak Obaid Al Mansouri, topped
Shuraya (1) - Mahalliyat.

Hawl (Four-Year-Olds) Age Category Rounds Conclude the First Station
“Bint Mukaida” Deserves the Glory

Leadership for “Al Za‘eema” in the Sons of Tribes Rounds

The activities of the first station of the Al Dha-
fra Camel Beauty Contests concluded with the
Hawl age-category rounds. The winners were
crowned by His Excellency Obaid Khalfan Al
Mazrouei, Executive Director at the Abu Dhabi

Heritage Authority.

In the Hawl - Owners of Their Highnesses the
Sheikhs (Mahalliyat) round, “Bint Mukaida”,
owned by Sheikh Sultan bin Hazza Al Nahyan,
claimed first place, followed by “Jenar”, owned
by Sheikh Khalifa bin Saif Al Nahyan, in second
place. “Nawader”, “Maseeha”, and “Al Maidiya”,
all owned by Sheikh Sultan bin Hazza, secured

third, fourth, and fifth places respectively.

In the Sons of Tribes - Talad, Majahim, and Ma-
halliyat rounds, “Al Za'eema”, owned by Zayed
Mohammed Al Mansouri, topped Talad (1) - Ma
jahim, while “Athman”, owned by Bakhit Ghalib

Al Mansouri, won Talad (1) - Mahalliyat.
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At the Razeen Camel Beauty Contest, the Second Station

Camel owners moved from Suwaihan to the second station of the 19th edition of the Al Dhafra Festival, the Razeen Camel Beauty Contest,
which took place from 15 to 22 November 2025.

The contest featured competitions across 76 rounds for camels owned by Their Highnesses the Sheikhs and by Sons of Tribes. These included
38 rounds for Mahalliyat camels, 32 rounds for Majahim camels, and 6 rounds for Asayel Alebel crossbreeds, spanning six age categories:
Mafarid, Haqayeq, Lagaya, Ithaa’, Thanaya, and Hawl.

A total of 730 prizes were allocated, with an overall value of AED 11.45 million.

Strong Attendance in the Mafarid Rounds
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The award ceremonies at the Razeen Camel Beauty Contest began
with honoring the winners of eight Mafarid age-category rounds

for the Talad and Partners categories in both Mahalliyatand Ma-
jahim. These rounds were allocated 80 valuable prizes and were
held on the camel beauty contest platform in the Razeen area of
Abu Dhabi.

The announcement of results was attended by His Excellency
Abdullah Mubarak Al Muhairi, Acting Director General of the Abu
Dhabi Heritage Authority; Khaled bin Tanaf Al Menhali, guest of

Participation of 686 Camels
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honor of the contest; and His Excellency Obaid Khalfan Al Mazrouei,
Executive Director of the Festivals and Events Sector, amid wide
attendance from camel owners, heritage beauty contest enthusi-
asts, and visitors.
Khaled bin Tanaf Al Menhali and His Excellency Obaid Al Mazrouei
crowned the first-place winners. The results saw “Al Asima”, owned
by Khamis Mohammed Al Shaddi Al Mansouri, win Mafarid Talad
(1) - Mahalliyat, while “Izz", owned by Abdullah Jarman Saleh Al

Ahbabi, claimed first place in Mafarid Talad (2) - Mahalliyat.

the Sheikhs (Mahalliyat) round, “Sougha”,
owned by Sheikh Khalifa bin Saif bin Mo-
hammed Al Nahyan, secured first place. “Al
Dhafra” and “Ghazlan”, owned by Sheikh
Dr. Khaled bin Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
placed second and third respectively.
“Maraseem”, owned by Sheikh Jassim Faisal
Abdulrahman Jassim Al Thani, came fourth,
while “Al Dhabi”, owned by Sheikh Moham-
[ med Sultan Salem Mohammed Al Qasimi,
. placed fifth.

In the Mafarid Shuraya - Sons of Tribes (1)

- Mahalliyat round, “Al Kaida”, owned by
Saleh Jaber Saleh Al Qumda Al Ameri, claimed
first place.

In Mafarid Shuraya - Sons of Tribes (2) - Ma-
halliyat, “Wisam”, owned by Saleh Salem
Anoudah Al Ameri, secured first place.

F‘I l

The winners were crowned by His Excellency
Faraj bin Hamouda Al Dhaheri and the guest
of honor, Dr. Saeed bin Huwaimil Al Ameri.
In the Mafarid - Owners of Their Highnesses

The Mafarid age-category competitions re-
corded the participation of 686 camels across
14 rounds dedicated to camels owned by Their
Highnesses the Sheikhs and Sons of Tribes.
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14 Rounds in the Hagayeq Age Category
“Shahad” Wins the Sheikhs’ Round, “Wekad” Tops the Asayel Alebel Crossbreeds

The Haqayeq age-category competitions at
the Razeen Camel Beauty Contest witnessed
the participation of 496 camels across 14
rounds for the Mahalliyat, Majahim, and
Asayel Alebelcrossbreeds categories. The
winners were crowned by the guest of
honor, Mubarak Mohammed bin Hamdash
Al Khayeli.

In the Hagayeq - Owners of Their Highnesses
the Sheikhs (Mahalliyat) round, “Shahad”,
owned by Sheikh Khalifa bin Saif bin Mo-
hammed Al Nahyan, claimed first place. It
was followed by “Manhaf”, owned by Sheikh
Zayed bin Khaled bin Sultan Al Nahyan, in
second place, and “Thog”, owned by Sheikh
Jassim Faisal Abdulrahman Jassim Al Thani,
in third place.

“Shahbar”, owned by Sheikh Mohammed
Hassan Abdulrahman Al Abdullah Al Thani,
came fourth, while “Nou”, owned by Sheikh
Mohammed Sultan Salem Mohammed Al
Qasimi, placed fifth.

In the Haqayeq - Asayel Alebel Crossbreeds
round, “Wekad”, owned by Abdullah Saleh

Jaber Al Qumda Al Ameri, secured first place.
In the Hagayeq Talad - Sons of Tribes rounds,
“Dhabi Al Fala”, owned by Abdulaziz Mo-
hammed Ayed Ali Al Qahtani, won Sons of
Tribes (1) - Mahalliyat, while “Al Aamma”,
owned by Saleh Juwai‘ed Salem Al Mansouri,
topped Sons of Tribes (2) - Mahalliyat.

In the Majahim category, “Ma‘roufa”, owned
by Saad Mabkhout Al Mugabla Al Dossari, won

Sons of Tribes (1), while “Al Qa‘ouda”, owned
by Faisal Mohammed Saeed Hamad Abu Sa-
la‘a, claimed first place in Sons of Tribes (2).
In the Hagayeq Shuraya - Sons of Tribes
rounds, “Mayasa”, owned by Zayed Abdullah
Subaih Zayed Al Sayari, won Sons of Tribes
(1) - Mahalliyat, while “Sumou”, owned by
Abdulaziz Mohammed Ayed Ali Al Qahtani,
topped Sons of Tribes (2) - Mahalliyat.

347 Camels Compete in the Lagaya Age Category

The Laqaya age-category rounds witnessed
the participation of 347 camels across 12
rounds for the Mahalliyat, Majahim, and
Asayel Alebel crossbreeds categories, fea-
turing camels owned by Their Highness-
es the Sheikhs and by Sons of Tribes. The
winners were crowned by Brigadier Salem

Al Bugmi, Director of the External Areas

Police Directorate.
In the Lagaya - Owners of Their Highnesses

the Sheikhs (Mahalliyat) round, “Dhabi Al

Fala”, owned by Sheikh Sultan bin Hazza
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, claimed first place,
followed by “Alam”, owned by Sheikh Khal-
ifa bin Saif bin Mohammed Al Nahyan, in
‘second place, and “Najla”, owned by Sheikh
Sultan bin Hazza, in third place.

“Taraf”, owned by Sheikh Zayed bin Khaled
‘bin Sultan Al Nahyan, came fourth, while
"Ma‘ali uwnedbyshe:khunhammedmhd
Inthmwralad-ﬁmﬂﬁibeﬂ@iﬁ:- Ma-

halliyat round, “Mayasa”, owned by Falih

- - L -

g =

N

> =

saad Falih Amer Al Hajri, secured first place.
‘In Sons of Tribes (2) - Mahalliyat, “Samha”,
owned by Ali Salem Obaid Hayai Al Man-
souri, claimed first place.
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In the Talad - Majahim rounds, “Bahaja”,
owned by Mabkhout Jaber Mabkhout Al

Marri, won Sons of Tribes (1),
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Excitement Defines
the I'tha (Eidha’a) Category Competitions

The Razeen Camel Beauty Contest witnessed
intense competition in the I'tha age-cate-
gory classes for Local, Majahim, and Asayel
Crossbred camels, across 12 rounds allocated
a total of 115 valuable prizes.

The winners were crowned by His Excellency
Mubarak Ali Al Qusaili, Advisor to the Di-
rector General of the Abu Dhabi Agriculture
and Food Safety Authority, in the presence
of a large crowd of camel owners, heritage
enthusiasts, and visitors.

Results of the I'tha - Owners of Their High-
nesses the Sheikhs (Local camels) showed:
» 1st place: Hadath - owned by Sheikh Khalifa
bin Saif bin Mohammed Al Nahyan

« 2nd place: Ghazah - Sheikh Jassim Faisal
Abdulrahman Jassim Al Thani

» 3rd place: Sharh - Sheikh Mohammed bin
Khalifa bin Saif bin Mohammed Al Nahyan
» 4th place: Sanaf - Sheikh Mohammed Sultan
Salem Mohammed Al Qasimi

» 5th place: Tarab - Sheikh Jassim Faisal Ab-
dulrahman Jassim Al Thani

In I'tha Telad - Sons of Tribes (1) Local, Al-
Anoud owned by Farhan Jaber Ajim Al Mufrah
Al Ahbabi claimed first place, while Mudhilla
owned by Mohammed Ali Belkhaswani Al
Mar Al Mansouri won first place in Telad
(2) Local.

In Telad - Majahim, Al-Fari owned by Zayed
Mohammed Qaran Rashid Al Mansouri won
Telad (1), while Salheeb owned by Murshid
Muslim Abdullah Al Mazrouei topped Telad

(2).

115 Prizes for the Thaniya Category

Competitions continued with the Thaniya
age category for Local, Majahim, and Asayel
Crossbred camels across 12 rounds, offering
115 valuable prizes.

s innact by His Excellen
Mohammed Juma Al Mansouri, Executive
Director of the Support Services Sector at the
Abu Dhabi Heritage Authority.
Results of Thaniya - Owners of Their High-
nesses the Sheikhs (Local) were:

» 1st place: Nawader - Sheikh Khalifa bin Saif
hinMuhammﬁAlHa]rm

» 3rd place: Watan - Sheikh Mohammed Saqr
« ath place: Al-Anoud - Sheikh Mohammed
‘Sultan Salem Mohammed Al Qasimi

« 5th place: Al-Aaliya - Sheikh Jassim Faisal
Abdulrahman Jassim Al Thani
'[n'lﬁani?aTalaﬂ Shnsoanbesfl}Loea],
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d:wnnﬁmtplace, while Ladhnumadb?
Ali Salem Obaid Hayay Al Mansouri topped
Telad (2) Local.

InTelad - Majahim, Al-Muadhdham owned by

Mohammed Hamad Mohammed Al Nabit Al
Marri won Telad (1), and Al-Hashasha owned
by Saeed Salem Bakhit Hareek Al Menhali-
claimed first place in Telad (2).
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Camel Owners: Thank you,
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e Sheilhs for

supporting a sport that brings us together

In one unified voice, camel owners participat-
ing in the Sweihan Camel Beauty Contest—the
first station of the Al Dhafra Festival inits 19th
edition—expressed their great happiness at
the launch of the mazayen season. They af-
firmed that the outstanding organization and
strong support for the sport of their fathers
and grandfathersreflect the wise leadership’s
vision to preserve heritage and strengthen
Gulf unity.

“The festival organizers always bring us ev-
erything new and beneficial, whether for
camel owners, participants, or the public. This
is a distinctive start to the season, which we
consider a strong launch for us all.”

With these words, Bin Mehna Al Mansouri,
owner of Sumou, which won first place in the
Telad - Thaniya Sons of Tribes (Local) round,
expressed his pride in participating in the
Sweihan contest that inaugurated the new
season of the Al Dhafra Festival in its 19th
edition, amid an atmosphere of competition
and heritage-filled joy.

Abdulaziz Al Qahtani, a camel owner who
achieved several victories, confirmed that
his success in the mazayen competitions is
the result of ambition and the great support
provided by the UAE's Sheikhs for camel rac-

ing and beauty contests, which have become
a symbol of authenticity in the Gulf.
Meanwhile, Hamdan Al Quraini from the
Sultanate of Oman, after Hamiya won first
place in the Hagayiq - Partners(Local) round,
said that the festival strengthens Gulf broth-
erhood thanks to the great support of the
Emirati leadership.

Ali Saleh Belgamada Al Ameri, owner of Al-
Kaida, winner of the Mafarid Sharayeh (Local)
round, stated: “The festival is one of the most
prestigious Gulf festivals, and thanks to God,
then to my father’s support, we achieved this

success.” Khamis Rashid Shafyan Al Man-
souri, owner of Al-Shabhanah, winnerin the
Asayel Crossbred category, also expressed his
pride, saying: “We thank our Sheikhs for their
great support for camel sports and beauty
contests, which have become platforms that
bring us together in love.”

From Qatar, Mohammed Hamad Al Ghafran
Al Marri, owner of Najah, winner of the Ma-
farid - Partners round with a score of 93%,
said: “We thank the Emirati leadership for
this support that brings us together every
year under the banner of heritage.”

Al-Hawl Rounds Bring Razeen Camel

Beauty Contest to a Close

The activities of the Razeen Camel Beauty
Contest concluded with the Al-Haw] age-cat-
egory rounds. Results showed Bint Mkeida,
owned by Sheikh Sultan bin Hazza bin Sul-
tan Al Nahyan, winning first place in the
Al-Hawl - Owners of Their Highnesses the
Sheikhs (Local) round, while Najoud, owned
by Sari Mueyouf Al Mansouri, claimed the
title of Al-Hawl - Asayel Crossbred.

In the Telad - Sons of Tribes (Local) rounds,
Athman owned by Bakhit Ghalib Al Man-
souri secured first place in the first round,
while Al-Sayelah owned by Salem Obaid
Hayay Al Mansouri won the second round.
In the Sharayeh - Sons of Tribes (Local)
rounds, Meyasa owned by Nasser Hamad Al
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Khailiwon the first round, while Al-Ustoura  In the Partners - Majahim round, Al-Qa-

owned by Rashid Ali Al Mansouri claimed

first place in the second round.

oudah owned by Salem Awad Al Rashidi
took first place.
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A Man Carried Through Time by Camels

Al Maouli: We Live the Finest Images of Heritage

On the tranquil sands of Sweihan, amid cam-
els swaying proudly before the judging panels
at the Sweihan Camel Beauty Contest—the
first station of the 19th edition of the Al Dhafra
Festival—stood one of the longest-stand-
ing participants, Hamid Al Maouli from the
Sultanate of Oman. His smile carried a long
history of passion, and his features reflected
a man whose footsteps have never strayed
from the paths of camels.

From his youth, when he ran in the old Ardha
races, to the present day as he wins presti-
gious symbols in camel beauty arenas, camels
have remained his lifelong companions and
the source of every moment of pride he has
experienced.

Al Maouli says:

“Istarted caring for camels early in my youth,
back in the days of the old Ardha races. We
used to participate in races, riding camels and
racing them at speed in the traditional Ardha.
Those days were our spirit and our identity.
Today, we live the most beautiful images of

heritage thanks to the wise leadership in the
UAE. May God have mercy on Sheikh Zayed,
who revived this heritage within us, and may
God bless His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the State,
may God protect him, who continued this
path with generosity and support.”

He says proudly:

“This symbol means a lot to me, for every
winning she-camel represents a part of my
long journey with this heritage.”

Al Maouli adds:

“Today, thanks to His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the State, may God protect him, we now
have five camel beauty contests covering all
regions of the UAE. Through them, we meet,
compete, and exchange expertise. The compe-
tition is strong, and the judging committees
spare no effort.”

Concluding his remarks, he looks toward
Samha, her eyes gleaming under the evening
sun, and says with deep gratitude:

The Festival Transports Tourists
into the Fragrance of Authentic History

At the gate of Sweihan, the sands
appear like endless stretches of gold,
embraced by a calm desert overflow-
ing with the scent of heritage and
the warmth of Emirati hospitality.
There, at Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed
Heritage Arena, life comes alive as
the Sweihan Camel Beauty Contest
transforms into a global destination
for lovers of authenticity and cul-
tural tourism.

To the rhythm of purebred camels
competing for Al Namous, and the
aroma of Arabic coffee rising from
traditional majlis gatherings, the
scene resembled a living heritage
painting. Tourists from different
nationalities wandered through
the contest’s activities—some
holding cameras, others simply
standing in awe before the majestic
scenes of competition among the
camels.




Al Dhafra Camel Beauty (Mozayina) Festival

43

Faraj bin Hamouda:
“Here, History Is Made - Camel Values Reach

His Excellency Faraj bin Hamouda Al Dha-
heri, participating as Guest of Honor at the
award ceremony of the Razin Came] Beauty
Contest, the second station of the Al Dhafra
Festival, expressed his pride in the long
journey the festival has taken since its in-
ception over two decades ago. He emphasized
that today’s achievements are the result of
the leadership’s support and the passion of
camel enthusiasts.

Al Dhaheri told Asayel Al Ebel:
“This festival began in East Bani Yas, then
moved to East Al Wathba. We organized the
first official contest in 2002, and in 2003 it
was held at the Platform of His Highness
Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed, where we in-
troduced categories for Omani camels and
Asayel hybrids, with participation from
His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed.
Afterwards, we moved to Razin, where, by
God’s grace, we witnessed unprecedented
attendance.”

He added that the commercial activity
accompanying the contests marked a sig-
nificant transformation for camel owners:
“We witnessed sales in the millions—figures
reaching seven, five, and four million AED.
Camel owners benefited, children became
attached to heritage, and people started
coming from their homes to the farms to
follow the events.”

..hl—

Al Dhaheri affirmed that this success would
not have been possible without the contin-
uous support of the wise leadership:

“Our leadership supports everything im-
portant to citizens and Gulf residents. The
beauty contest has people who love it; it is
a blessing from God, and those who care for

it are rewarded.”

He concluded by stressing that the Razin
Camel Beauty Contest has today become a
heritage landmark, bringing people together
through their love of camels and instilling
authentic cultural heritage in the hearts of
new generations.



Dr. Saeed bin Hweimal:

“Continuous Development Has Elevated
the Competitions to a Global Level”

Dr. Saeed bin Hweimal Al Amri, Guest of Honor at the award ceremony of
the Razin Camel Beauty Contest, praised the significant support provided
by the UAE leadershipin preserving heritage and enhancing the visibility
of Emirati cultural legacy. He emphasized that the increasing participation
in Razin reflects the success and ongoing impact of the festival, noting that
continuous development has elevated these competitions to an international
standard, benefiting all who engage in this distinguished heritage activity.

“Al-Haid A

camel Al-Haid Al-Aswad, which achieved

the highest win rate o far with “Ma Alayha”
in the Judha’ Majahim category at Razin,
praised the support provided by the UAE
leadership for this traditional sport. He high-
lighted that the country’s judges provided
participants with everything necessary for
the success of the competitions. Bin Tanouf

Saleh Al Manhah Veteran Parlmpant “Our Hentage
Is a Trust... and Sheikh Support Is the Key to Success”

Reflecting loyalty to the leadership and
love of heritage, Saleh bin Eid Al Manhali,

one of the earliest participants and found-
ers of Razin, expressed deep gratitude to

the Sheikhs for their unlimited support of
camel sports and beauty contests.

He recounted the early history of the
Razin contest, when it was a modest event
known as “Mazaynat Al-Sandouq”, which
grew year by year: mth the backing of
citizens and busin .
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Al Manhali recalled the significant role
of Faraj bin Hamouda in supporting the
contest from its inception until it be-
came a major event for 13 aunnenntm
years, before the Abu Dhabi A y for
Culture and Heritage took nver, mrning
it into one of the key stations of the Al
Dhafra Festival.
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Winners at Razin Camel Beauty Contest:

A Leading Festival Set to the Highest Standards
- Strong Competition Among Elite Camels

Participants who won symbols and top posi-
tions at the Razin Camel Beauty Contest ex-
pressed their appreciation for the great efforts
exerted to ensure the success of this year’s
Razin station, affirming that the festival has
become a leading model in preserving heri-
tage and developing beauty contests accord-
ing to the highest organizational standards.

on continuous development.”

From Saudi Arabia, participant Mohammed
bin Nafeel Al Ghaithani praised the excep-
tional atmosphere at Razin, saying:

“Razin is unique... it feels like a piece of Eu-
rope. Excellent organization, wide partic-
ipation, and beautiful, temperate natural
surroundings. The UAE welcomed us with

love and hospitality; the festival is beyond

petitions reflects the participants’ level of
preparedness, stating:

“Everything at the festival delighted us in
terms of organization and services. The com-
petitions are strong, and excellence is not
achieved easily. Every participant worked
with all they had to earn the honor of com-
peting.” Dubaie Abdulrahman Dubaie, one
of the winners, said participants brought

h:ﬁlﬂhﬁﬂﬂfﬂhﬂﬂtﬁdthﬂttheﬂlﬂhaﬁa
 TFestivalatRazingainsdistinctionyearafter

their best camels, and the competition at

Dhabi Authority for Culture & Heritage:

From Coordination to Glory

Heritage Lives On,
History Retold

With every step a camel takes toward the judging arena,
and every whisper of an owner reviewing his herd, a story
gifts". Competitions are open to all age categories, from
Mufareed to Houl, making the Al Dhafra Festival plat-
UAE and Gulf countries, in a heritage event connecting
past and present.

The Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage organizes
the festival through specialized teams, while the media center
serves as the main communication hub, broadcasting details via
Bainouna TV, “Turathna” platform, and FM93.1 radio, ensuring
information reaches all media outlets
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Khaled bin Tanaf Al Menhali
..A Maker of History in the World
of Camel Beauty Contests

INTERVIEW BY: ABDULLAH AL JAEL

In the heart of the desert, where stories are
born, values are forged, and men’s resolve
strengthens, Khalid bin Tanaf Al Manhali,
one of the top owners of Majahim camels in
the UAE and the Arabian Peninsula, emerges.
A man who preserved history, showed loy-
alty to his homeland, and remains devoted
to leadership.

He grew up among sands familiar with his
every step, and camels that recognize his
voice, in a time when the desert was a school
for life and values before being a place to live
and travel.

“Abu Mohammed” carries a golden memory
holding the early days of heritage revival, full
of unforgettable moments lived alongside
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
may God have mercy on him—a leader who
gave camels their place, rooted the national
identity, and preserved the depth and con-
tinuity of heritage.

For more than forty years, Khalid Al Manhali
has been one of the early founders of camel
beauty contests, helping to transform them
from desert gatherings into official platforms
that have become an industry, economy, and
source of pride, fully supported by leadership
and now a hallmark of national heritage.
In this exclusive interview, Khalid Al Manhali
opens pages of along story—from childhood
in the heart of the desert, to establishing
the contests, from his deep passion for Ma-
jahimcamels to his vision for the future of
heritage and the role of youth—a journey
worth sharing with generations.

Q: How would you describe the childhood of
a desert-born? What is the greatest value the
desert gave you?

A:The desert isa school of patience, Whoever
lives in it understands hardship, learns re-
silience and perseverance. This shaped our
personality and strengthened our identity
and pride in the environment we grew up in.
These values, instilled by the desert, remain
with us, and the leadership has reinforced
our love for heritage, making it part of our
identity even today.

;E‘z——

Q: Your father, may God have mercyon him,  A:Yes, we accompanied my father in Sheikh
was close to the late Sheikh Zayed... Whatdo  Zayed’s gatherings at Al Manhal Palace and
you remember about these meetings? fortress, witnessing his wise talks and full
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halls. He was an unparalleled encyclopedia—
an educator, leader, wise, and authentically
Bedouin. I was a child when I joined these
visits, and I vividly remember a night at a
desert farm without electricity. He sat on
the sand with us, drinking coffee and talking
about the desert and tribes... unforgettable,
a president living with Bedouin simplicity.
Q: Tell us about your relationship with Their
Highnesses the Sheikhs.

A: Ourrelationship continues what my father
established. After his passing, we maintained
the bond with Sheikh Zayed's sons. We were
honored by several visits, including His High-
ness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
to our majlis, and visits from Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed, Sheikh Nahyan, and other Sheikhs.
Q: When did your relationship with camels
begin? And how did the idea of beauty contests
start in 1982?

A:Camels are part of our life from birth, we
grew up with them, and they remain in our
hearts. The idea of contests emerged from
desert gatherings, where people compared
camels—“this one is more beautiful than
that one.” The concept of displaying camels
and judging them by independent people
evolved gradually, initially called “AlShara,”
with simple prizes. Over time, it became an
official event supported by the state.
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Q: Were there any difficulties in the begin-
ning?

A: Yes, some voices opposed the idea as it
was new, but people soon accepted it. Later,
it attracted businessmen and senior officials,
eventually becoming a full-fledged industry
and economy.

Q: The first camel you bought cost 500,000
AED and caused a stir... How do you remem-
ber that phase?

A:Ttwasin 1982, the talk of the entire region.
Alarge amount at that time. I entered it into
competitions, and it won top positions. People
started paying attention, buying camels, and
expanding their herds.

Q: About “Ma’aliyha,” which won this year at
Al Dhafra Festival 19 with 97%... How do you
decide which camel to buy?

A: Experience. Forty years of practice teach
us which camel can win, even from a young
calf. It's the accumulation of years of trials,
successes, and mistakes.

Q: Do you consider the camel world merely
heritage or an industry?

A: Today, camels are commerce, economy, and
a source of income. Whoever seeks livelihood
finds it here; whoever seeks beauty also finds
it. It’s a fully integrated sector supported by
the state.

Q: How can youth be attracted to heritage?

A: Youth must serve their country first, then
view heritage as part of their identity. Heri-
tage is not just the past; it's now a source of
income and opportunity, which encourages
them to engage with it.

Q: You have social, educational, and sports
initiatives... What are the most important?
A: We support youth in education, heritage,
sports, and health, collaborating with the Red
Crescent in multiple initiatives. The new gen-
eration needs role models, guidance, and ex-
perience before embarking on their projects.
Q: Does academic excellence conflict with
love for heritage?

A:Not at all. One can excel academically while
preserving heritage. The UAE combines mo-
dernity with authenticity.

Q: What future projects do you plan?

A: We will continue to support heritage, serve
society and youth, and contribute to all ini-
tiatives that benefit our country under the
leadership of His Highness Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE.
Q: Aword for history... What do you say about
camels, homeland, and the desert?
A:Camels have greatly shaped us and brought
us to where we are today. They deserve our
respect. Heritage lived by our ancestors is
our responsibility to preserve and pass on
to future generations.
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“Camels... When the Sands Speak”

BY: THE ACHIEVER

In the world of camels, distances are not measured in
meters... but in heartbeats.

Heartbeats that wait, eyes that watch, and sands that
know the secrets of the run better than humans.

Here, in this new issue, we follow a season where festivals
unfold one after another—from Suweihan to Al Dhafra,
from Razeen to the Zayed Grand Prize... seasons that never
rest, passions that never fade, and a heritage that flows
as swiftly as the riders toward the finish line.

The Final Meters... The Moment History is Born

In every race, there are seconds that cannot be forgotten.
When the field ignites, riders draw close, and voices rise
from the podium,in these last meters, silence turns into
a roar, fatigue turns into strength, and wishes turn into
reality.

These moments define the essence of camels.

It is the moment when the owner sees his herd advance
by a span... then another span,

his heart burning between fear and hope.

Between the whispered “Yalla... Yalla” and his gaze fixed
on the white line,

time slows, the spirit trembles,

and one realizes that victory is not just a moment of
crowning, but a journey that began years ago with sleep-
less nights, care, and dedication.

Seasons of Authenticity... Never End

Every festival in this issue carries the scent of its birth-
place:

» Suweihan, with its generosity,

» Al Dhafra, with its vastness,

*» Razeen, with its pride.

All the settings are filled with the beauty of the race.

”~

Seasons bring together camel enthusiasts from all direc-
tions, in different colors, but with one heart.

In every corner, there is a child clapping, a sheikh smil-
ing, an owner watching with eyes that hide more than
they show.

And on every field... a new story is written in the sands, as
if the desert itself says: «I am the memory of the Arabs...
and my pages will never close.»

The Owner’s Feeling... Beyond Words

What does the owner feel when seeing his camels lead
the race?

It is a strange mix of pride, anxiety, and love.

A love known only to those who spent their lives among
desert farms, amidst their herds, hearing their voices
at dawn.

It is a feeling like standing between dream and reality.
If the camel wins... tears quietly flow.

If it loses... a smile appears, saying: “More will come.”
For camels were never just trade—they have always been
companionship, heritage, and passion.

Who is “The Achiever”?

Some may think “The Achiever” is an unknown narra-
tor... but in reality, he is a face familiar in the fields even
if unseen.

He is the follower who never misses a race,

the one who understands the intricacies of heritage,
the lover of camels who sees a story in every festival
worth telling.

He writes without a signature,

and speaks without a name,

because, in his view, true achievement is not what is said
about the person, but what is said about the camels he
has devoted his life to watching grow.
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WELCOME TO ARDEE.

Ardee is 0 new real estate developer based in Dubai,
inspired by the UAE's leadership and its progressive
vision to position the nation for excellence,

innovation and quality of life. Aligned with the
ambitions of UAE Vision 2030, Ardee aims to create
holistic communities that enhance modern living that

are inclusive, elevated and convenient.

Qur flagship project, Ardee Al Marjan Island,
is a multi-billion-dirham, 5,203,748 square feet
masterplan that brings together residential,
nospitality, retall, leisure and entertainment along
7.8 km of waterfront. The development will be in the
neighborhood of the region's first casino resort,
marking a defining moment in the evolution of
tourism and investment in the UAE.

The first phase, Fairmont Residences Al Marjan Island,
tegtures 51? branded residences, four signature
beachfront villas, and a 250-key hotel, all designed
with care, connection and comfort at the core. For
Ardee, this is how the future of the UAE should feel,

www.ardee.ae
800 ARDEE
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